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The Director wishing farewell to Miss Gossett on her retirement.
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The outstanding event of 1965 in the field of atomic energy was the acceptance
of the A.G.R. power reactor as a generating system fully competitive with coal
fired stations. Although the responsibility for development of the A.G.R. reactor
was largely with the Reactor Group the path towards it was first cleared at Harwell.
Practically every conceivable type of power reactor was examined and a great deal
of experimental work was done on several of these. Some, such as PIPPA and
HTR, were original Harwell concepts which became forerunners of present day
designs; others, such as LEO, HAR, LMFR and Felix were dropped and over the
years we have become accustomed to quite drastic changes of programme.

Looking towards the future, we expect the fast reactor to supplant thermal
reactors as the major source of nuclear power towards the end of the century and
it will be our task to widen and strengthen the foundations for this major develop-
ment. More work will of course, be needed on thermal systems, but we have also
been examining possibilities for new work either allied to the field of atomic energy
or outside it. Research on desalination of sea water began some months ago and
we expect that other new projects will start in 1966.

I hope everyone will have a Happy Christmas and will return refreshed to face
the tasks of the New Year.
R. J. SPENCE.



ST AEBILAG

HEATING EQUIPMENT

Safe, concise, economical. Jacketed electrical
contact heat up to 1,000°C. In moulded shapes
or tapes." Qutdates all other methods for any
heating process, distillation or viscous material
flow, Simple to install. Utterly reliable with
minimal maintenance, Transfer efficiency of

85%. CAN YOU USE IT?

Stabilag specialise in solving complex heat
transfer problems, Stabilag Research is at your
disposal, The cost is fractional — the possibil-
ities immense, Stabilag equipment can transfer
the economics of your business — bring your
plant truly up-to-date.

See why STABILAG is superior . . . the equip-
ment and the organisation. Send now for this
informative literature, quoting publication ref-
erence Number P.100. n—

SEE WHY
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IS SUPERIOR. ..

Send now for this
informative Literature

STABILAG ENGINEERING LIMITED
Mark Road, Hemel Hemstead, Hertfordshire.
Telephone: BOXmoor 4481-2.
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54 GREAT EASTERN STREET, LONDON E.C.2

Telephone—Shoreditch 4431/2/3

For GOOD furniture, carpets and fur-
nishings for many Happy Christmases to
come.

Plenty to see at our Showrooms near
Liverpool Street Station and we have a
multi-story car-park practically opposite
(free to customers) so getting to us is not

difficult.

Open to 7.30 Thur.,
other weekdays.
Special rates to I.P.C.S. and S.C.S. Members
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Funeral Directors

TRY ABINGDON FIRST

21-27 OCK STREET, ABINGDON

Abingdon 47 & 547

We are pleased to arrange
Hire Purchase facilities
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PULSED AND CW GAS LASERS—HIGH POWER RUBY LASERS—Q SWITCHES
DC AND PULSED POWER SUPPLIES—OUTPUT MONITORS—ACCESSORIES

% Medium and very high output v Flexibility: Two basic gas laser

capability. Overall sizes permit cavities allow interchange of
the use of very large rods and plasma tubes etc. to cover thg
tubes to meet not only present spectrum from 3000A to 12000A
requirements, but up-grading in with 300—400 wavelengths.
the future. g S ey z

% Wide applications (See right).

% Wide Spectral Range: Ultra-
Violet . . . Visible . . . Infra-Red.

Nuclear Enterprises now offers h-nu systems Lasers and accessories on a world-wide
basis (excluding U.S.A. and Japan). These Laser systems comprise the widest
range of equipment commercially available in this field and include Universal
Gas Lasers with an extremely wide range of plasma tubes emitting 300—400 lines,
up to 200 watts peak power in the UV, and over 5 watts CW output in the Blue-
Green region. Single Frequency Lasers, Ruby Lasers with capacitor banks greater
than 100,000 joules, accessories such as Integrating Photoprobes, Photomultiplier
Probes, Rotating Reflector Q-Switches, Gas Cooling Units and separate Energy
Storage Systems are also available.

GAS LASERS In the Gas Laser field, two types of Universal Lasers are manufactured
the Series 3000 and the Series 3000 P, the latter being a precision version of the
standard Universal Laser. A very wide range of plasma tubes, outputs and spectral lines
is available. All plasma tubes are interchangeable in the 3000 and 3000 P units, from
UV to IR. Ml Brief details of some high power pulsed and CW gas lasers are given
below. Full specifications and prices are available on request.

Model No. Light Output (watts)
3352 Nitrogen (UV) 200 and higher (Pulsed)
3410 Argon (Blue-Green) 1.0 (CW)
3420 (seeillustration) Argon (Blue-Green) 3.0 (CW)
3421 Xenon (Green-Orange) ‘ 0.3 (CW)
3422 Krypton (Green-Red) 1.5 (CW)
3430 Argon (Blue-Green) 5.0 (CW)
3431 Xenon (Green-Orange) 0.5 (CW)
3432 Krypton (Green-Red) 2.5 (CW)

*3800 Argon (UV-Green) 1.0 (Pulsed)
3801 Xenon (Blue-Orange) 1.0 (Pulsed)
3802 Krypton (Blue-Red) 0.5 (Pulsed)

* Model 3800 is a portable laser system with greater than 1 watt peak power yet weighing less than

NUCLEAR

ENTERPRISES

Bankhead Crossway, Sighthill, EDINBURGH, 11. Tel: CRAiglockhart 4060

Canadian Associates: Nuclear Enterprises Limited, 550 Berry Street, Winnipeg, 21 ®

Modal 3420 High Power
CW Gas Laser

AREA OF APPLICATION AND
SUGGESTED LASER MODEL

Material Evaporation for absorption Spectro-
scopy 3248, 3220,

Flash Lamp Evaluation

Solid-State Laser Power Monitor

Ruby Laser Cooler

50 mw CW Communications-Type He/Ne Gas Laser

CW Data Display System

Nanosecond Pulsed Light Source for High-Speed
Photography

Chemical Photo Processing

Multiline Source of Microwave Photobeats

High Average Power IR Ranging System

10 ke Pulse Rate IR Ranging System

Electronic Keyed Frequency Diversity Ranging

Electronically Steered Infra-red Optical Array

Mach-Zehnder Interferometer llluminator

Schlieren Photography

Coherent Raman Spectroscopy 3350,

Coherent Transmitter-Receiver System 3350, 3353,

1600 A Conversion from Ultra-Violet Laser Light

Temperature-Tuned Gas Laser

Direct Measurement of Coherent Pulsed Light
Power in the KJ Range

Rotating Mirror Q-Switch for IR, Ruby Lasers

Electronic Shutter for Ruby Laser

Microseismic Vibrational Analysis

Rayleigh Scattering 3330, 3353,

Linear Accelerator Alignment

Light Accelerator

Geodesic Survey 3330,
Doppler Radar

Optical Data Processing 3330,

Laser Interferometer

Underseas Communication

Oscillator-Amplifier Chain

Atmospheric Turbulence 3350,

DNA Molecule Irradiation

Resonant Scattering from Nitrogen Wakes

Enzyme Irradiation

High-Speed Photo Resist Exposure

Interchangeable Rod Solid-State Laser

Determination of f-values in the Vibrational Spec-
trum of Nitrogen

Atmospheric Absorption Experiments in the 0,7 to
1.2 Micron Range

Underwater Secure Ranging

Time Multiplex Secured Underwater Communication
Extraterrestrial Ranging Systems

Amplification of Inter-stellar Liaht 3352 3350

3168

3330
3354
3330
3352
3354
3354
3354
3330
3353
3353
3354
3352
3350
3352
3352
3166

3352

3350
3353
3353
3363
3363
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Christmas Poultry, Pork & Beef

The Shopping Centre

(A.E.RE.

Icknield Way
Harwell, Berks.

Order Early

Telephone: Rowstock 324

Winter Spring

FISHING TACKLE
PAINTS DISTEMPERS
[ ]

Whatever the season you will find all you need

BEADLES

Ock Street, Abingdon

TEL. ABINGDON 70

DO-IT-YOURSELF EQUIPMENT
HEATING APPLIANCES

®
FREE DELIVERY
]
TRY US FIRST AND SAVE TIME

Autumn

Summer

Asahi Pentax

Pentax S 1A F/2 Super Takumar Lens
£77-3-4

Asahi Pentax

Asahi Pentax Binoculars
8 x 30 £18.0.0
7 x 50 £22.0.0
10 x 50 £25.0.0

Glanz Binoculars
8 x 30 £10.13.6
7 x 50 £13.18.6
10 x 50 £14.19.6

J. McNEIL (caAMERAS) LTD.

7 TURL STREET

OXFORD

MINIATURE CAMERA & BINOCULAR SPECIALISTS
Oxford 42368




Faulkner and Son
of Oxford

MOTORCYCLES SCOOTERS MOPEDS

B.S.A. MOTORCYCLES

TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES
NORTON MOTORCYCLES

JAMES MOTORCYCLES
TRIUMPH AUTOMATIC SCOOTERS
RALEIGH MOPEDS

SALES  SERVICE SPARES

CARDIGAN ST. OXFORD
Established 1910 Phone 57279

Established 1857
:
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Vb o :
PORTSUDAN

Carm il

OVERSEAS REMOVALS

MICRO INSTRUMENTS
(OXFORD) LTD.
Local agents for
MEOPTA
CARL ZEISS
REICHERT
WILD
VICKERS
PRIOR
BECK
GILLETT & SIBERT

For all microscope enquiries consult your local
specialists

31, St. Giles, Oxford Telephone 54466

LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE
REMOVALS

EXTENSIVE, SPECIALLY BUILT
WAREHOUSES for the STORAGE
of FURNITURE

ESTIMATES FREE

Archer, Cowley & Co. Ltd.

36-39 PARK END STREET, OXFORD
Telephone: Oxford 41061/2

Telegrams: “Removers, Oxford”

NEW ADDRESS FOR
Town & Country

Marriage Bureau
but

SAME EXCELLENT CONFIDENTIAL
SERVICE

45/H, CromweLL Roap, Lonpon, S.W.7.
(KNIghtsbridge 2212).




THE BEST PLACE
FOR YOUR SAVINGS

IS THE

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK

Interest allowed: Ordinary Department—21% (Tax Free facilities)
Special Department—59%

7 MARKET STREET, OXFORD % 1 STERT STREET, ABINGDON
Broapway CorRNER, DIDCOT

A Representative of the Bank attends at A.E.R.E. (Social Club) each Friday
between 12.30 and 2 p.m. when Savings Bank facilities are provided.

Between Harwell and Abingdon on the 4.34
CLEVELAND
i D. BURT

MOTOR ENGINEER AND BODY SPECIALIST

Battery Charging

3 Cars Bought
Acctylene Welding BARTON GARAGE Sold or
Synthetic & Cellulose Fichiinad
Spraying DRA A N _g
Spare Parts ABINGDON Tel. Drayton 364

Holiday Caravans to let at Dawlish Warren, Westward Ho and St. Davids Pembrokeshire

Green Shield Stamps on all sales

COMMERCIAL

CARS VEHICLES

OF ABINGDON 1I2>_ >~

THE VINEYARD
*
AUSTIN — RILEY — VANDEN PLAS — DEALERS
*

We offer the finest selection of Used Cars,

and endeavour to give personal service in each
SPARES one of our departments. PERSONAL
DEPT. Telephone—Abingdon 1831-2-3 SERVICE










Winter on A.E.R.E.’s Charlton Estate, Wantage.
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Twenty years ago a search was made for available R.A.F. airfields to find one that could best
offer the facilities needed for the successful development of Britain's post-war atomic industry.

THE GENESIS

A.E.R.E. was conceived, I think, at a discus-
sion we held in Washington in November of
1944. Akers came over from England; Chad-
wick and Peierls from Los Alamos; Oliphant
from Berkeley, and I came down from Montreal
where the Canadian-UK. Group were then
working—in the huge building of the University
of Montreal.

We thought we would set up an Establish-
ment on a modest scale, with a pile and a
Van der Graaff machine and a few other tools
of nuclear physics. This recommendation was
made to Sir John Anderson and his Consultative
Council and during the Summer and Autumn
of 1945 the plan was further elaborated in
England. We considered the desirable condi-
tions for the future Establishment. It should not
be too far from London; there should be easy
access to a major University; there should be
some degree of isolation, and lastly the country-
side should be pleasant to live in. It was
thought necessary also to start with a prepared
site with roads, services and some permanent
buildings, and Lord Cherwell suggested that
we should look for a suitable R.A.F. airfield.

So, in a hurried visit to England in the
Autumn of 1945, Professor Oliphant and I
looked at airfields. Most of those suggested had
very temporary buildings and offered little
advantages over open sites; we were left with a
short list of Duxford (near Cambridge), South
Cerney (near Cirencester), Benson and Harwell.
Duxford, in spite of the great advantages of
proximity to Cambridge, was voted to be too
inaccessible to most Universities and there was
not enough water available. South Cerney was
an attractive airfield but somewhat too isolated;
so in the end we were given Harwell, and on a
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OF A.E.R.E.

SIR J. D. COCKCROFT

windy day of February 1946, on another flying
visit from Canada, 1 was able with Skinner and
Fisher to look closely at our heritage.

Meanwhile, after the Washington meeting of
1944, much planning had been going on in
Canada. We had formed the well known
“Graphite Group” to prepare a first design for
the Harwell Pile. Amongst its members were
Newell, now returned to I.C.I.,, Volkoff, now
Professor in British Columbia, Kowarski, Pryce
and Guggenheim, together with Tongue,
Dunworth, Rennie, Bunemann, Whitehouse and
Fenning. Later, Watson Munro and his New
Zealand team were commissioned to design the
Gleep. A Ministry of Works Mission came to
Canada to discuss “hot lab’* design with Spence
and the chemists, and experienced the delights
of Deep River hospitality—there is a delightful
Kodachrome showing red steaks being grilled
before a fire for an open air feast. There was
much Transatlantic cabling on where we should
establish our housing sites. A start had to be
made quickly and the only solution was to
provide prefabs and to erect them on our own
site where services and sewers were available
and where the minimum of consents had to be
obtained. A little more time was taken to search
for other sites and, in the end, we were lucky
in finding places as good as Fitzharries and
Wantage.

So finally, all took shape, and we can look
at the first fruits. Though some things might
have been better done had we had more time
for thought and less separation in space in the
planning stage, we can claim to have made a
good start towards establishing the working and
living conditions which are necessary for the
successful development of Atomic Energy in
our country.



Sir John Cockeroft and Sir Marcus Oliphant talk with Dr. Peter Thonemann, the Deputy
Director, on their recent visit to Culham Laboratory. They have both been interested in
Fusion Research since the early days.
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WHEN FYFE ROBERTSON CAME TO
HARWELL VILLAGE TWENTY YEARS
AGO HE MET WITH SOME BLUNT
SPEAKING FROM VILLAGERS WITH
INDEPENDENT VIEWS.

“Bang! — and up we all goes”. But old
John Long doesn’t really believe it, and
neither does Harwell — well . . . not really.

ATOM VILLAGE

Britain’s £50,000,000 Atomic Research Station will
be built on the Berkshire Downs. “Sleepy” Harwell,
two miles away, will be livened up.

— “Picture Post”’, December 8th, 1945.

There was a full house at the Queen’s
Arms in Harwell, and the radio in the
landlord’s sitting-room talked to itself, so
the two urgent young men who tumbled
out of a car into the taproom brought first
news of the £50,000,000 atomic research
station. Harwell was to be the Atom
Village. Up on the Berkshire Downs, a
couple of miles away, British scientists and
technicians might win the race to bring in
the new power age, and put Harwell on
the map of the world. Harwell laid its
pint-pot down, posed for its photograph,
listened to the gear-whine of the receding
car (for the urgent young men had an
edition to catch), and sat back too
astonished to order that last pint, almost.

They are still a little dazed by coming
greatness, but they’ve had time to sort
things out, and Harwell is all for splitting



the atom, on a regular wage-packet and a
44-hour week. It’safriendly village, where
they take to a stranger easily, and they’re
ready to take to the split atom too, with
Hiroshima reservations. “If we all goes
up like a load o’ mangolds,” says John
Long, 75-year-old master of ceremonies in
(and out of ) the Queen’s Arms, “all
right, we all goes up like a load o’ man-
golds. But I bean’t a-worrying. These
professor fellers knows what they’re a’doin’
of, and they’d go up first, d’ye see? Bang!”
says old John, and startles unprepared
strangers with sudden bass-throated laugh-
ter that rattles the ornaments. That goes
for Harwell, which shakes its head about
the Big Bang, but doesn’t really believe it
will ever happen.

The research station is just another bit
of luck for a lucky village, for Harwell has
done pretty well on whole atoms. The
permanent Ordnance depot at Didcot
employs more than half the men in the
village, and the pre-war aerodrome and
the Anglo-American Oil Company at
Milton give work and trade. Farm work
(“‘stagnation at starvation wages,”’ said one
man with memories of thirty shillings and
choosey farmers) has been a poor fourth
for many years. Young Harwell mostly
doesn’t want to get any nearer to a cow
than the milk bottle, which is one reason
why farmers are less enthusiastic about the

Heir to the Atomic Age.

“It won’t make much difference to me — my
husband’s at the Depot” says Mrs. Fleetwood. And
Master Fleetwood is just bored.

— but not so bored in these photographs
“Harlequin” found of him. After two years as
a cadet at Wantage Police Station, PC Fleet-
wood, as we must now call him, was posted to
Windsor and following an advanced driving
course, is now on patrol cars. We find that he
worked at A.E.R.E. — Health Physics — from
1961-1963!




new station. But even so, Harwell was
wondering what’s going to happen now,
and where jobs would be found for the
men and girls coming home from the
Services; and their headache is that they
can’t find out what the new establishment
will mean in houses, jobs, and amenities.
“They’re cagey, these Guv’ment fellows,”
says Bert Hamblen, landlord of the Queen’s
Arms. But Guv’ment fellows always are.

Not everybody is pleased, of course. Old
folks—and some young ones—fear that
new houses and strange people will mean
the end of their quiet old village. But
these are a minority. Harwell’s shops and
pubs (five for 900), and Harwell’s young
people, are all set for more business and a
fuller life—more amenities, more people,
better transport. “We’ll maybe have our
own cinema one day, even,” said more
than one sufferer from busbound Grable-
starvation. If the new age is born on
Harwell aerodrome, Harwell is prepared
to be midwife, with only one misgiving—

“Bang!” says old John Long, and goes
through the motions of hoisting a forkful
of mangolds.

Fyfe Robertson
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Twenty years ago Mr. Leonard Jeffrey (in
the centre of this photograph) talked with
Ernest Clarke and Mrs. Cox in the Queen’s
Arms about the coming of the new atomic
station.

Since then the name of the inn has been
changed — not, we regret, to the Atomic Arms
but to the Kicking Donkey!

In other ways, too, life seems to go on as
usual in the shadow of the ancient church as
Mr. Jeffrey tends the garden.

T he only difference is that the present Vicar,
The Rev. E. C. Atkins, is a B.Sc.




GETTING TO KNOW

YOUR LOCAL
AUTHORITY

—by L. L. HALL (GEN. SERVICES) who writes from experience gained
both us a Local Government Officer and as a Councillor.

This article is not meant to be a treatise on
local government, but rather an outline of the
subject for those unacquainted with it. The
hope is that it will be of interest because we
all come within the ambit of local government
one way or another; if it were not so our streets
would not be swept, our roads repaired, our
dust-bins emptied; and we should be deprived
of a host of other amenities which local govern-
ment provides — nor should we have to pay
rates!

Outside the nucleus of Boroughs in the
Greater London Council area there is a well-
defined hierarchy of local government-units. At
the head there are the County Borough Councils
(who have all the powers of County and
Borough Councils) and the County Councils.
Then there are the non-County Boroughs, the
Urban District Councils and the Rural District
Councils; all are within the administrative area
of the County. Finally there are the Parish
Councils, which are sub-divisions of the Rural
Districts. Thus, County Boroughs operate
within a single-tier system, the Districts within
a two-tier and the Parish Councils within a
three-tier. The difference between County
Boroughs and non-County Boroughs is basically
one of size. Boroughs with a population of
100,000 or more may qualify for County
Borough status, although there are those with
considerably less; a position which might have
arisen because of declining population in a par-
ticular area. The earlier Boroughs were created
by Charters given by the ruling Monarch, often
in recognition of the part played by the local
population in regard to a particular event. Some
of these Royal Charters are ancient indeed,
dating back to the Middle Ages, and they are
regarded today with considerable civic pride.
Nowadays, Charters are recommended by the
Privy Council. The remaining types of local

authorities owe their origin to Parliamentarv
legislation.

The present pattern of local authorties is not
by any means logical or consistent. There are
some County Boroughs with populations con-
siderably less than the larger Urban Districts,
and some non-County Boroughs have popula-
tions in excess of certain County Boroughs.
Critics argue that local government should be
on a regional basis, and a Commission was
appointed by Parliament some years ago to
enquire into the system. Nevertheless, in spite
of defects and anachronisms the system has
withstood the test of time and works reason-
ably well.

Local government is one of our most demo-
cratic institutions; it is related to the concept
that those who pay a local rate have the right
to be elected to, or represented on, the Council
which levies it. The franchise is wide and
extends to all those whose names are entered
on the electoral roll — in effect a register of
rate-payers and of persons residing with them
on a stipulated date compiled annually. Elec-
tions vary according to the type of authority,
i.e. County, Borough, District or Parish; for
example, in the case of Boroughs, representa-
tives are appointed each year, the elected repre-
sentative (or Councillor) serving for three years.
One-third of the Councillors retire each year
so that continuity of knowledge and experience
is assured. Paradoxically, the whole of the
Councillors of the County Council retire
together (at three year intervals) so that Coun-
cillor representation is not continuous. How-
ever, the Aldermanic system, which applies
equally to Counties and Boroughs, ensures
continuity. Aldermen are elected by the Coun-
cillors to the extent of one-third of the number
of Councillors. They serve for six years, half
their number retiring every three years. Legally
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the choice of Aldermen is not restricted to the
Councillors: any elector is eligible for Alder-
manic election. In practice, however, election is
invariably confined to sitting Councillors.

The Aldermanic system has been criticised on
the grounds that it is a negation of democratic
principle. There is, of course, truth in the
criticism. Aldermen are not directly approached
by the electorate, and the critics fear that a
person may be so elected who might otherwise
be unsuccessful at the polls. Rarely, however,
is the system abused, and Aldermanic election
is invariably reserved for those Councillors of
long standing who have served the electorate
faithfully and well. In the Urban and Rural
Districts the appointment of Councillors follows
the same lines as in the Boroughs, whereas, in
the case of the Parishes, the Councillors retire
en bloc as in the Counties. Each year the
Council appoints a Chairman who, in the
Boroughs, is known as the Mayor. Considerable
tradition surrounds the Mayor who, by virtue
of his office, is the Borough’s principal citizen
and the civic representative at social and other
functions. A Chairman or Mayor may be
appointed from outside the Council; invariably,
however, the appointment is made from within
the Council.

Ultimate responsibility for the affairs of a
local authority rests in the elected representa-
tives meeting in full Council. The size of such a
meeting which, even in the case of a small
authority, might comprise as many as 30 mem-
bers, would impose serious limitations on the
effective despatch of business. Consequently,
what is termed the ‘Committee’ system has
evolved: a system by which the Council divides
itself into a number of specialist committees
with membership limited to a dozen or so, and
each responsible for the affairs of a department
of the authority.

There are a number of advantages in the
Committee system; in the first place effective
use can be made of the specialties of individual
members, and secondly the committees, owing
to their limited size, are able to deal more
effectively with detail than would be the case
if the entire Council sat as a Committee.
Further, since Councillors are not members of
every Committee, they are relieved of the
burden of undue attendance at meetings. Com-
mittees are informal gatherings presided over
by a Chairman elected from one of their
number. One or more local government officers
are responsible to and attend each Committee,
and members and officers collaborate in the
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work. These Committees have no plenary
powers and their responsibilities are limited to
making recommendations to the Council.

As opposed to the informality of the meetings
of Committees, ordinary meetings of the Coun-
cil are formal affairs conducted strictly in
accordance with the rules of debate and with
standing orders. The main object of a Council
meeting is to receive the reports of the various
Committees. These reports are presented by the
respective Chairmen, and are subject to ques-
tion and discussion. When formally moved and
seconded, the reports are put to the meeting
and, if accepted by a majority vote, they be-
come legally binding on the Council. A matter,
once settled, cannot be re-opened within a
period of time prescribed by standing orders—
usually six months. All decisions which entail
capital borrowing require ministerial approval.
By this means central government exercises
regulatory control. Subject to such control, local
authorities have wide powers indeed, and a
Council decision cannot be challenged except in
certain circumstances which affect the rights of
the individual, who may appeal to the appro-
priate Minister. By Act of Parliament local
authorities must admit press and public to meet-
ings of the full Council.

Committee meetings are usually held in
camera because of the confidential nature of the
discussion. Sometimes ‘press releases’ are made
of information which, in the public interest,
should be promulgated. By this means the
elector is kept in touch with Council matters,
and is able to contact his elected representa-
tives before discussion by the full Council.

Electors are often unaware of what they owe
to local authorities, whose responsibilities ex-
tend far beyond the collection of waste and the
cleaning of streets—essential though these ser-
vices are—but include, to mention a few, the
provision of social services such as markets,
library facilities, municipal housing, education,
sewage disposal, welfare, police and medical
services. In addition, they are charged with the
enforcement of Acts of Parliament relating to
hygiene, the sale of food, meat inspection,
weights and measures and, more recently, cer-
tain provisions controlling the employment of
persons in offices and shops under the Offices,
Shops and Railway Premises Act. Before the
various Acts of nationalisation, the larger
authorities operated public utilities such as elec-
tricity and gas, as well as hospitals. Indeed, local
government, especially in the case of the larger
authorities, was (and still is) big business.



The diversity and complexity of the work of
a local authority requires a very high degree of
competency from its staff, and the local govern-
ment service has produced a dedication in its
officers probably second to none. The Clerk is
regarded as the principal officer of a municip-
ality. He is usually a Solicitor, concerned with
the legal activities of his authority. In addition,
he is responsible for the administrative func-
tions and for the general co-ordination of the
work of the various Committees. A Clerk there-
fore has to be a man of many parts. The
Treasurer is responsible for the financial and
accounting functions, and is invariably a quali-
fied Accountant. Again, his professional knowl-
edge is wide because he is concerned with a
variety of accounting requirements peculiar to
the diverse departments operated by his
authority. Then there is the Surveyor or
Engineer, whose field covers the construction
and repairs of roads and sewers, the building of
municipal houses, the construction and mainten-
ance of sewage works—in short, the various
building, civil and engineering requirements of
the authority. There are also the Medical Officer
of Health, the Chief Constable and the Heads

of other departments for which the authority is
responsible.

The complexity of local government has been
recognised of late by appointments by the larger
authorities of persons to act in the capacity of
Senior Admunistrator. This sort of appointment
would have the effect of relieving the Town
Clerk of his administrative responsibilities and
of transferring them to the person so appointed.
The post would be very much in the nature of
that of a Town Manager—an experiment which
has from time to time been made, but probably
without a great deal of success.

The responsibilities of a Councillor are two-
fold. In the first place, he represents his electors
at meetings of the Council, and he can do this
only by keeping in touch with them. Secondly,
he is regarded by the electors as a link between
them and the officers. Consequently he is the
recipient of many of their individual problems,
the majority of which he can often settle in-
formally outside a meeting. As such, a Coun-
cillor’s work is “a full-time spare-time job™, but
one which can be of great reward to those
interested in community service.

ITS COMING OF AGE

CLIFF FISHENDEN (WELFARE DEPT.)

Next year sees the start of the 21st volume and the thousandth issue of the AERE NEWS, and
we should take this opportunity to look back at past volumes and consider the role of this

weekly paper of the Research Group today.

AERE NEWS is a household name to anyone
with Harwell connexions and it is found in the
course of visiting the homes of staff that this
weekly publication is awaited as eagerly by
wives (with perhaps an eye on the “For Sale”
Column) as by their lab-, shop-, or office-bound
husbands. That it provides a useful social func-
tion is beyond dispute. AERE NEWS has be-
come all things to all men—it publicises forth-
coming events at AERE, outstations, and Cul-
ham, and in due course reports on their success
(or otherwise); it gives commentaries on the
various sporting activities of the more energetic;
it ensures that official notices, such as the crea-
tion of one-way-street systems, will be brought

to the notice of most employees; it provides a
service through its exchange and mart columns
for sellers of the unwanted and hunters of bar-
gains (and in so doing it helps to keep down
our cost of living); it gives ideas for recreation
and encourages contact with the greater com-
munity outside Harwell.

From humble beginnings the AERE NEWS
has become an institution and nowadays, at a
cost which is a fraction of that allocated by
other industries for their journals, it sports a
circulation of approximately 7,500 and covers a
geographical area comparable with that of many
local newspapers. It is interesting to compare
its achievements of the present day with the
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limited aspirations of the pioneers. In the
editorial column of VoLuMmE 1, No. 1, on 14th
November, 1946, the editors explained, to an
establishment which could then be counted only
in hundreds, their aims and ambitions:

T his being the first issue of “AERE NEWS”,
perhaps we may be excused if we talk about
ourselves. The “News” is sponsored by, and
published on behalf of, the Recreational Asso-
ciation. It will appear each Thursday and will
be delivered, gratis, to each family residing on
the Station; a number of copies will be placed
on the Post Tables in each Staff Club and, in
order to cater for non-residents, a further supply
will be available at the Pay Tables.

So much for publication—now a word as to
contents. The “AERE NEWS” will contain in-
formation of interest to residents which has
normally been the subject of a Circular, e.g.,
‘Bus times’, etc. The programmes of each Sec-
tion and Society of the Recreational Association
will also be published together with (we hope)
reports of all their respective activities. In this
respect we crave the assistance of all Hon.
Secretaries, and ask them to let us have their
“copy” regularly and punctually. Other items of
interest and news value will appear as far as
space permits.

We welcome contributions from all—please
write to us and let us know what you would like
to see in YOUR paper. . . .

Although perhaps a door-to-door distribution
today would be regarded as something of an
extravagance, much of this rings familiar to our
ears. Indeed, the News became a mirror reflect-
ing social (and semi-official) activities on the
Harwell scene and to anyone interested in a
social history of A.E.R.E. back numbers are
very useful material. Although the paper is re-
garded with such familiarity by staff and their
families, and despite the size of its circulation,
it seems almost incredible that the author has
been able to locate only one complete collection
of past issues; thanks for this must go to Miss
M. Gosset (Harwell Librarian from 1946 to
1965) who, despite a certain amount of ridicule
at the time, began from the outset to file issues.
This collection presents a bizarre appearance
owing to the relatively frequent changes in the
size of the sheets—obviously the editors never
thought of their publications being kept for
posterity in a variety of different sized covers.
The most revolutionary change in its history
was the rejection in 1960 of eight cumbersome,
uncut sheets in favour of four larger pages. By
reducing the space wasted on margins a smaller
sized ream could be used which did not have to
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be folded. Paper and labour costs were reduced
by over £100 a year but, in terms of readability
alone, " it is surprising the change was not
made earlier. In passing, it is of interest to note
that the present dimensions of the paper have
been selected to comply with the new general
international agreements governing sizes of
envelopes, letter paper and printed matter.

On browsing through the odd-shaped volumes
the reader is taken back through the history of
the establishment, whilst also being reminded of
matters of national interest; and, since the
material in the News embraces most aspects of
life at A.E.R.E., this collection forms a unique
history of social activity at Harwell from 1946
to the present day. The following quotes,
selected from past issues, have been edited to
make easier reading in this more hurried age!

EDITORIAL, 10 July, 1947

The postman had a shock in West Drive last
week when he opened the Post Box. He thought
he'd got a new type of “L-Bomb” in the mail
but fortunately it was only a few bits of conduit
piping, rubble, chalk, etc. dumped in the box by
small nuclear physicists, etc. I hope parents will
ask their children to refrain from these activi-
ties in future. . . .

RATION BOOKS, 17 June, 1948

A.E.RE. Residents. The present Ration
Books may be exchanged for the new books on
Friday, 25th June. . . .

SHOPPING PETROL, 19 Dec., 1947

T hose who normally obtain their allowance of
petrol coupons for shopping purposes through
the medium of this establishment . . . should
apply to Bldg. 77 on the 19th Dec., 1947, bring-
ing with them their Car Registration Book.

BALLOON FABRIC, 28 Aug., 1947

A source of balloon fabric which will prevent
decay in cars has been discovered by a reader;
anyone wishing to take advantage should . . .

FOR SALE, 1 May, 1947

Singer 9 Saloon (1934). Excellent mechanical
condition—4 New Tyres—+£200.

FIRE PREVENTION, 12 Dec., 1946

The only real protection for Fire Ex-
tinguishers is to take them indoors during frosty
weather. Would all householders and heads of
sections please arrange to have this done as and
when necessary.

LADIES DARTS, 16 Jan., 1947

We have been challenged to a dart match by
an Oxford Team who run a Ladies Dart Team.
Can we raise one? Anyone who can hit the
board at all is requested to communicate with
the Editor, Hugh Roskell, Welfare and Recrea-
tion Officer. . . .



Publication Day

EDITORIAL, 6 Jan., 1955
We have great pleasure in presenting in our
first issue of the New Year, this record of the
Prime Minister’s recent visit to Harwell. . . .
(Prime Minister—Sir Winston Churchill).
SPORTS DAY, 15 July, 1954
Full details of Sports Day will be published
in a special edition of the “News” .
NEW COAT OF ARMS, 27 Jan., 1955
The Authority’s Coat of Arms and Badge
are now in use. . . .
(As from this date the present day Mast-head
replaced that illustrated in the title to this
article.)
OFFICIAL NOTICE, 15 April, 1948
There is a great shortage of paper in the
country. Board of Trade figures give the de-
ciency as 200,000 tons annually. A special
appeal is therefore made to residents in the
houses and Staff Clubs to save waste-paper by
keeping it apart from other refuse. . . .
AERE HOUSING, ABINGDON AND
WANTAGE. 5 June, 1947
Site layout plans, with detail plans and
Sections of the above houses, have now been
lodged with the Library, Building 161. You are
invited to inspect the plans. . . .
And on National disasters: —
EDITORIAL, 17 April, 1947
W hat a week! Woodcock as good as knocked
out.. . . and now cigarettes 3/4d. a packet. . . .
The earlier issues record the pioneering spirit
of a small group of people setting about the
task of studying the potentials of a new form of
energy and learning to live together on a remote
airfield, and in so doing creating a ‘community’.
The reader becomes aware of a dynamic spirit,
in those days of the ““Black Beetle”, that was
geared to hard work and hard play:

EDITORIAL, 29 May, 1947
Since last we assumed the Editorial role, not
only the weather has changed but we sense an
increase in our suburbanity, a feeling of growth
to village status. We have our P.O., a store,
telephones, pillar boxes, bus service, newspaper,
chaps sweeping the roads of Prefabria. . . .

EDITORIAL, 27 Feb., 1947

It was with a light heart that we assumed the
editorial role; but after having taken dictation
over the telephone the lightness has departed
and it is with tired heart that we sit atop our
paraffin stove in this ice-age contemplating the
wonders of the Atomic Age to be, much as
Columbus looked into the great new continent
of America or as Cortez, peering over the hill-
tops, viewed the mighty Pacific Ocean before
him. You must work out the parable in this
yourself, dear reader. . . .

SIR JOHN'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE ten
years later, 19 Dec., 1957
The year 1957 has been memorable for the
coming into use of Dido, the start of Zeta and
Pluto and for start of work on the Rutherford
High Energy Laboratory. . . . We have had a
strenuous year. . . .

It was in this same spirit that a few keen
members of the staff launched the AERE
NEWS, then sponsored by and published on
behalf of the Recreational Association, editorial
work being done on a part-time basis sand-
wiched between normal working routine. Publi-
cation techniques were naive compared with
those employed today, and throughout the first
few years the editorial work, research, and
preparation were largely done by a series of
enthusiastic editors working in their own time
and, occasionally, on a borrowed typewriter!
One of the pioneer editors, Mrs. Le Cren (Wel-
fare Officer 1948-1959), has said that one of her
problems was that of finding sufficient material
to fill the single news sheet; a more common
editorial problem today (the present part-time
editor assures me) is that of deciding what
material should be omitted from what is now
the larger publication of a much larger collec-
tion of organisations.

But this is another story that must be told in
a later issue—the story of how the “AERE
News” is produced, from the first discernment
of news, its presentation and printing, to the
despatch of 7,500 copies weekly, with the “‘up-
to-dateness” which a monthly cannot achieve
and by which the “AERE News"” has indeed
“become all things to all men’.
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In February, 1946, Professor Skinner, who
six years previously had helped to make centi-
metric radar possible, came with Sir John
Cockcroft to the deserted Harwell airfield to
look closely at our heritage.

Surveying in 1949 the changes brought about,
he penned these words which sum up the first
two of the exacting but exciting years that were
to follow.

Foul Harwell, ugliest village of the downs,
Where labs and aluminium prefabs sprout,
And houses camouflaged in greens and browns
Their military architecture shout,

THE THR

Here, in a wire-net fence, set out in trees
Which none of them are more than twelve

feet tall,

(And which is surely scalable with ease)
The Piles and Cyclotron are lords of all,

And here, from whence the dauntless paratroops
Flew off on missions planned like games of

chess

To Arnhem, dropping from the sky in groups,
To glory which so nearly was success,

* With apologies to Goldsmith.
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Here, scientists their radioactive plans
Propound to give the world atomic power;
They quarrel and they form up into clans,
But through it all there looms the shining hour



From these recent photographs taken for “Harlequin” the reader will judge whether
or not the new Harwell is the “Ugliest Village of the Downs”.

IVING VILLAGE*

When all the world is run on 2 3 5

Instead of coal and such out-dated drudgery,
And this will cause our industries to thrive.
(But if we can’t use science, we use fudgery).

On site, among the stainless and the ditches

Provided by the Ministry of Works

(One lures, the other necessitates stitches

If one should stray at night, where danger
lurks), ’

I took a job — they did not overpay me —

[ sold my soul to nuclear fission,

I thought I might serve science and my country,
[ thought I had a real and pressing mission,

And here, beside the chimney, seen so clearly
As landmark on the skyline of the down,
Harwell is thriving and however queerly
Must serve as monument to our renown.
H.W.B.S.
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BERKSHIRE PLACE NAMES




Although the study of place-names goes back
several centuries or more, a systematic approach
to the subject was not started until 1924 when
the English Place-Name Society began to pub-
lish full, authoritative accounts for each county.
This survey has not yet been completed,
but several independent scholars have written
books filling in some of the gaps, and
a good deal of research has been stimulated by
two recent more general books*. The best
volume on Berkshire at the moment is still the
book by F. M. Stenton (“The Place-Names of
Berkshire”) published in 1911, although, as in
all other fields of vigorous research, many views
date quite quickly. The present article can only
just touch the surface of such a complex sub-
ject, and suggest further reading.

The study of the origin of English place-
names demands patience, a knowledge of
languages, and a completely open mind. Many
“obvious” etymologies based on the modern
form of a name are wrong, and one must
search exhaustively for the earliest recorded
forms before one can begin to interpret the
original name, and then show how it changed
in the course of several hundred years. There
are many cases of identical modern forms
which have different etymologies, and of identi-
cal original forms which developed differently:
Teddington (Middlesex) is derived from 7ud-
incgatun (‘“‘the farm of Tuda’s people™) re-
corded in 970, and Teddington (Worcestershire)
from Teottingtun (‘“Teotta’s farm™) recorded
in 780; whereas Harringay and Hornsey are
both derived from the same original name, re-
corded in the 13th century as Haringesheye.

The name of the county itself is derived from
Old English Bearruc, the name of an old
forest, which was in turn derived from British
barrog, meaning “hilly”’. Some 250 names are
recorded in the county before the end of the
12th century, about 100 of which are preserved
in their pre-Norman Conquest forms, including
Abingdon, Wallingford, Cholsey, Reading and
Wantage. This is important, for sound-changes
occurred in the English language during the
11th and 12th centuries which obscure the true
origins of names recorded only subsequently.

Place-names may often be broken down into
a number of constituent parts, the detailed con-
struction of which gives a valuable guide to
the meaning and original date of the name. A

An extract from Saxton’s map of Bucks., Berks.,
and Oxon., published in 1574, by which the reader
will be able to find his way to Harwell via Abbington
or via Redinge and Goringe.
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good example is the use of the element—ing—
which was shown by J. M. Kemble in 1848 to
indicate a settlement by a tribe. This element
is very common in Berkshire place-names:
Wallingford, Yattenden and Pangbourne are
derived respectively from Wealhingaford (*‘the
ford of Wealh’s people™), Yetingadene (‘“‘the
valley of Geat’s people™) and Paeginga burnan
(“‘the stream of Paega’s people”). These names
introduce two other common features: (a) an
Old English personal name as the first element,
(b) a distinct Old English ending: ford (ford),
denu (valley) and burn (stream).

The number and type of first elements, apart
from personal names, is considerable, as a few
examples will illustrate: Chilton is derived
from the OE cild (child), Hinksey from OE
Hengest (stallion), Aldermaston from the OE
ealdorman (king’s deputy).

So far as distinct terminals are concerned,
there are approximately 40 standard forms
regularly encountered in Berkshire, some of the
main ones being: beorh (hill) as is Farn-
borough, dun (hill) in Abingdon, hamm
(meadow) in Marcham. The necessity of going
back to the earliest form possible is readily
demonstrated by the possible confusion in these
endings: beorh with bearu (small wood) or
burh (fort), dun with tun (town), hamm with
ham (home or village) and several others. For
example, Inglewood is derived from OE Engel-
flod (flod = stream) and Boxford from OE
Box ora (ora = bank), rather than the ‘“ob-
vious” derivations.

There are still a number of names in Berk-
shire which remain more or less unsolved: no
justification for the element cild (child) in Chil-
ton has yet been offered, and the derivation of
Wantag is an incredibly complicated matter, its
original meaning still a mystery. A good deal
remains to be done in the search for still earlier
forms, and on the subject of Old English phil-
ology: but if you are interested in the meaning
and history of the name of your own town or
village, you could try looking up one of the
books mentioned for a start. You will probably
get quite a few surprises.

V.IW.
* P. H. Reaney, The Origin of English Place-
Names, (Routledge and Kegan Paul, London,
1960).
K. Cameron, English Place-Names, (Batsford,
London, 1961).
The most complete reference-book of place-
names is E. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford
Dictionary of English Place-names, (4th Ed.
Oxford, 1960).
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A MAN T

A

HiGH up in the east window of Harwell Church
is the simple shield of one of the most despised
men in English history. It was put there over
600 years ago by his widow, who was granted
the Manor of Harwell after her husband’s
violent murder.

The six heraldic golden eagles on their green
field are not only a pathetic token of love from
a wife to a husband whom the whole country
loathed and despised, but all that now remains
of his vast estates and enormous wealth, which
exceeded even that of the King his master.

Piers de Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall, Baron
of Wallingford, Lord of the Manor of Walling-
ford and many others, was, from his youth to
his death, the indisputable Royal favourite, the
man for whom Edward the Second had an
almost unnatural love. So completely in thrall
was he to Piers that the roles of king and
subject were completely reversed and it was
the favourite who virtually ruled the country.

He was the son of a Gascon knight, and he
had earned such grace and favour from Edward
the First and his wife Eleanor through his
faithful services that he was brought back to
England to act as foster-brother and companion
to the Prince. It was one of the greatest mis-
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takes the King had ever made, and it was not
long before he realised it. Piers, so far from
being, as one courtier described him, “graceful
and active in person, nice in his manners and
intelligent”, qualities which had originally
endeared him to the King, very soon became
arrogant, insolent, ostentatious, supercilious,
ambitious, skilful in chicanery, and a ruthless
schemer for his own ends. In addition to all
these things he had an inflexible will, so that
the Prince became as clay in his hands; and it
was not long before men of high degree and
position in the land began first to be disturbed
by, and then resentful against, this new
upstart.

They had not to wait long before the King,
in a fit of furious temper over a demand made
to him by the Prince which was obviously the
work of Piers, banished him from the court;
but he died shortly afterwards and his son, now
Edward the Second, not only recalled Piers but
created him Earl of Cornwall, Baron Walling-
ford, Lord of the Manor of Wallingford, and
made him a gift of £100,000 from the Royal
treasury. The anger of the powerful barons at
this injustice was very considerable, but he
placated them by marrying his niece Margaret,



daughter of the Earl of Gloucester, to Piers,
which alliance brought the favourite enormous
wealth and power. “His pride,” wrote a con-
temporary, “would have been intolerable even
in a King’s son, though I firmly believe that
had he borne himself discreetly and with defer-
ence towards the great lords of the land he
would not have found one of them opposed to
him.”

On the 2nd December, 1307, Piers cere-
moniously proclaimed a great tournament in
his own castle grounds at Wallingford, and the
earls and barons, seeing in this some way of
venting their hatred on the Gascon favourite,
turned up in strength. There were actually
ranged against him the four Earls of Hereford,
Arundel, Warwick, and Warenne, and many
barons. Piers’ side could not raise one, but all
the brave young knights in England, tempted
by promises of honours and awards, flocked to
his standard and defeated all four Earls. It was
a crushing blow to the prestige of the nobles,
and their hatred, and now fear, of this upstart
was almost uncontrollable, especially as a royal
edict now required the favourite to be
addressed, not as Sir Piers Gaveston, but as
the Earl of Cornwall.

On the last day but one of the same year the
young king sailed for France to contract the
marriage between himself and the French king’s
daughter, having insulted the whole country by
appointing Piers as regent in his absence. At
the Coronation in Westminster Abbey the
favourite once more eclipsed all his rivals and,
as a special affront to all his enemies, was given
the highest privileges of carrying the crown of
St. Edward in the Abbey procession and fixing
the spur on the left foot of the King. The rela-
tives of the French Queen were appalled and
disgusted at the insolent and ostentatious
behaviour of their own countryman, and their
report to the French King on their return did
no good to England.

It was the match to the powder barrel.
Almost to a man the barons rose against this
hated usurper, binding themselves by a mutual
oath never to cease their demands until Piers
had been driven for ever from the kingdom. The
angry and thwarted King was forced to comply.
Not only was sentence of banishment passed
on Piers but the dreaded sentence of excom-
munication was pronounced on him by both
Archbishops.

On the 28th June, 1308, Piers embarked for
Ireland at Bristol, to which place he had been
accompanied by the King himself and a great

company. He was granted full royal powers of
authority in dealing with that rebellious land.
During his stay he successfully restored all the
fortresses to his king, but at his own price, for
he freely converted to his own use all the Irish
revenues which rightfully belonged to the
Crown, and this with the King’s own consent.
The year was not out before he secretly
returned to England, landing in Wales, and the
King, having been previously informed, wel-
comed him at Chester with love, joy, and
honour. The barons seemed powerless to keep
him under.

His conduct was even worse than before, his
insults more studied. He gave opprobrious
nicknames to the great barons. The Earl of
Lincoln was “burst-belly”’; Lancaster ‘the
fiddler” or ‘‘play-actor”; Gloucester, his own
brother-in-law, “‘horeson’’; Warwick “‘the black
hound of Arden”. “Let him call me hound,”
retorted Warwick bitterly when he heard this
insult, ““but one day the hound will bite him”.
The words were prophetic, the threat all too
soon to be carried out.

The King, overjoyed at his favourite’s return,
spent Christmas with him at Langley, near St.
Albans, in feasting and revelry, as if he had
come back from a long pilgrimage. Once again
Piers strutted on the royal stage, squandering
money to such a degree that the Treasury was
depleted as it never had been before, and the
Queen’s own household and personal allow-
ances reduced to pay for it, which made her
even more bitter than the barons. The whole
land, rich and poor, young and old, hated,
loathed and despised this leech which sucked
the blood of the nation.

The rancour and disgust of the barons was
so great that they forced the king to sign a
Royal Ordinance of perpetual banishment for
the favourite, not only from England but from
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and even his native
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Gascony. He had no sooner left Dover than
the barons next demanded that all partisans
and friends of Piers should leave the court
under penalty of imprisonment if they should
attempt to stir up the king to recall the
favourite yet once more.

The King’s anger was uncontrollable when
he heard these fresh demands. “Am I not
allowed to keep even one member of my
household at my table at my own wish?” he
demanded. “Is the ordering of my whole house
dependent upon the will of another as if pro-
viding for an idiot? By God’s soul I will use
my own judgment”, he ranted. Incredible as it
seems, he sent messengers post haste after
Piers calling him back, which call the cunning
favourite very quickly obeyed, living first in the
king’s own chamber, then in Wallingford, then
at Tintagel Castle. A year later, in 1312, he
was met by the King at York and publicly
restored to his former position, estates and
honours. It was the last rash act of many, and
the long-smouldering ashes burst into flame.

The King was setting out for the north, vainly
hoping to persuade Robert the Bruce to grant
asylum to Piers from the danger he now all too
clearly saw. The whole country seethed with
anger and violence at this fresh stupidity from
the King. The barons, headed by Lancaster,
actually took up arms. They now demanded the
unconditional surrender of the favourite, and
to make certain this time Lancaster, Pembroke,
Hereford, Arundel, and Warwick held a council,
pooled all their men-at-arms and decided to
deal with it once and for all themselves. Lan-
caster went north whilst the other earls staged
tournaments in different places to distract the
attention of the people, for had they marched
together great anxiety would have spread
through the whole land.

The King and Piers, aware at last of the
danger they were in, had fled to Newcastle; but
Lancaster, hot on their heels, forced them to
split. Piers went to Scarborough, the King to
Knaresborough. Lancaster proceeded to lay
siege to Scarborough.

When Piers saw the siege had begun, all sup-
plies from the King cut off, the castle without
food and his men unwilling to hold out against
the insuperable odds they now knew to be
against them, he sent to the Earl of Pembroke,
offering surrender. The Earl, delighted by this
important capture, agreed to the terms, and with
Piers as his prisoner he came, after five days’
journey, to Deddington in Oxfordshire, where
he lodged him in the castle before going off on
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his own affairs, some said to see his wife.

The Earl of Warwick, however, having been
informed of this capture, and to make abso-
lutely certain there would be no escaping this
time, raised the whole countryside, and with a
strong force surrounded Deddington Castle,
disarmed the guards, and crying out: ‘“‘Arise,
traitor, thou art taken”, entered the castle.
Piers, hurriedly dressing, came down to the
courtyard, a prisoner to the man he had once
so insolently called “The Hound of Arden”.
Guy, Earl of Warwick, summarily stripped him
of his belt of knighthood, and putting him in
chains led him out on foot like a thief through
the howling mob now gathered outside demand-
ing his death.

After some time he was ignominiously put on
a mule and led thus to Warwick Castle, where
Warwick at once summoned the other Earls.
As he was related to the Earl of Gloucester,
they decided he should not be hanged or drawn,
but be beheaded. Piers, led from the Castle,
was handed over by Warwick to the Earl of
Lancaster who, seeing Piers fling himself on his
knees for mercy, said contemptuously to his
men: “Lift him up! Lift him up! In God’s
name let him be taken away!”

The now cringing favourite, all his former
arrogance and insolence gone, was led to
Blacklow Hill, about a mile to the north of the
castle, where by Lancaster’s command he was
handed over to two Welshmen. One of them
promptly ran him through the body with his
sword, the other hacked off his head; but even
when news of this was sent to Lancaster he
refused to believe it until the head was actually
brought to him as proof, so many times had
the prey eluded him.

The body was found by some Dominican
friars who, after sewing on the head again,
carried the body to Oxford; but because Piers
was excommunicated they dared not bury it,
and it lay in the city for more than two years
before, by the orders of the still sorrowing and
grieving King who loved this man as a father
a child, he was taken to Kings Langley in Hert-
fordshire, and buried there, in 1315, with great
ceremony.

It was as if with this last vain gesture the
King tried, even in death, to restore to his
beloved favourite all the lavish honours, power,
and glory to which he had been accustomed all
his life. Piers left a widow and a daughter to
mourn him, but the rest of England rejoiced
at the death of one they had for so many years
hated, loathed, and despised.



ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?

Pippi and the Stonemason (Methuen). We were pleased to discover this book by Eve Jay, who will be
known by many as the wife of the late Mr. Kenneth Jay. Three children are in a wood, when they come
upon a little man in a leather apron. They realize from his strange speech and manner that he is the
stonemason of local legend who lived five hundred years before. He cannot rest until his work is completed,
and the story tells how with the children’s help this is finally accomplished. It is published in the Pied Piper
series for children of seven to ten, but we must confess it rivetted our attention until we had finished it
unashamedly on a Harwell bus!

To confirm, however, that the book also appeals to the young we gave a copy to ten-year-old Rosetta
James of Oxford’s new Bishop Kirk School. “I could certainly believe in the three children searching for their
lost cat, Pippi, in the wood”, she reported. “And in the little man that they met. The book is too exciting to
read late at night, but T recommend it. I've read it twice already, and I'll read it again!”
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Recent excavations during site works for the new power station at Didcot have uncovered an
ancient settlement. This appears to have been on the shore of what was once a large lake or
inland sea. Some earthenware pots discovered intact in a cave were found to contain rolls of
hand-beaten copper. These were covered with the ciphers of a most primitive language.

The following is an abstract from the preliminary translations of these scrolls which has been
carried out for ‘“‘Harlequin” by G. A. Holder of P.G.E.C.
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THE DID

. . . At that time there was a light as of a
thousand suns, and heat as of a burning, fiery
furnace, and the war did cease.

And the cry went up throughout the land,
“Let there be search into these wondrous things,
that we need no longer buy oil for our lamps.”

In a far off place there dwelt Ion, the son
of Cockro; and lo, the cry came even unto him.

And Ion did heed the cry, and made a long
journey to the land of Lond, from whence it
came.

And there in the hall called White, the
lord of the land of Lond saith unto Ion:

“Go, seek a place that is green, and
pleasant, and peaceful, and there gather the
men of the tribes of Sci.

“And when ye have gathered them there,
command them to ponder these mysteries,
and see that they wax fruitful and multiply.”
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And Ion replied, “Verily, I will find such
a place, and gather there the Mathemites, the
Physites, the Chemites, the Metallurgus, the
Enginus, the Industines and the Administrites;
and I will do even as you say.”

Then Ion went on his journey and came into
the land of the people of the east.

But though he searched diligently, he found
not there any place to his liking.

And it came to pass, on the third day in the
morning, that there were thunders and light-
nings, and a thick cloud covered the land.

And Ton was exceeding sad, and smote his
breast, and said “I will get me hence from this
land of fens.”

And as he journeyed westward he came to
the banks of a mighty river, and he wondered
how that he might cross.

But lo, at eventide there came a herd of



oxen to the water’s edge, which did ford the
river.

So Ion followed on the heels of the herd of
oxen, and he came to an encampment where
dwelt the tribe of Claren.

And there he took bread with the men of the
tribe, and found them comely, and full of wis-
dom.

Then spake Ion privily, and said “I will go
and find me a place near to the tents of Claren,
for they may lend me of their knowledge.”

And Ton journeyed southwards, through the
plain of Steven, and came unto the well of Har.

And there a fair maid drew water from the
well, and fed him of the fruit from the trees.

And Ion tarried at the well of Har, and be-
came exceeding drowsy, and fell asleep.

But he was awakened by a sound as of a
mighty rushing wind; and he beheld a bird, far
larger than the eagle, which swooped low from
the skies.

And it flew up, high to the hills above, so
that Ton cried out, “Adastra, Adastra, verily
this is the sign which is given unto me”.

So he girded up his loins and ran, and
followed in the course of this great bird.

And when Ion came to the top of the hill
he beheld a vast plain on which were many
tents, and lo, a flock of the great birds stood
all around.

And Ton turned, and from the hill looked
down upon the well of Har, and beheld the
orchards and the green fields, and saw that it
was fair.

“Then spake he, This is the place; Here will
I gather me the tribes of Sci, yea, the Mathe-
mites, the Physites, the Chemites, the Metal-
lurgus, the Enginus, the Industines and the Ad-
ministrites.

But the birds were the gods of the men of
Taf of the tribe of Raf, of the line of Airmin,
and they did like it not.

And they did mutter among themselves and

say, “Why should we yield our tents to the
long -haired tribes of Sci, to the Mathemites ..
g . yea, even to the Administrites ?”

" But the lord of the land did harden his heart
against the men of Taf of the tribe of Raf, and
favoured the cause of Ion.

And he decreed that the men of Taf should
depart from thence, and give that place unto
the tribes of Sci.

But the men of Taf of the tribe of Raf did
scheme in high places, to take all things with
them and leave desolation for the tribes of Sci.

When word came of these things to the lord
of the land of Lond, he waxed exceeding wrath
and issued a decree.

And he rebuked the men of Taf, and told
them what they might take, saying:

“These mighty birds, far larger than the
eagle, which are your gods, these may ye

“So Ion displace the Men of Taf”

take with you, yea, -even unto the bowsers

and the trolley acs.

“But the tents, the great tents, even unto
the smallest, and all things that be fixed to
the ground, these you must leave for the
tribes of Sci to enjoy.”

So Ton displaced the men of Taf, but as they
moved out they muttered rude words and did
poke fingers against the long-haired tribes of
Sci.

And as they moved out, Ion filled their tents
with Mathemites, and Physites, and Chemites,
and Metallurgus, and Enginus, and Industines,
and Administrites.

And they settled, and busied themselves
among the tents of the men of Taf, and did
wax fruitful andmultiply ..c..coiinniiiini e

Especially the Administrites.



Officers of the A.E.R.E. Recreational Association
and its Sub-Committee Chairmen — 1965-66

Geofirey Bell. Chairman of the Association;
was first elected to this office in 1964. Joined
the Association when he came to Harwell in
1957. In 1961 he was co-opted onto the old
Central Committee by Dr. Norman Goodway,
the then Chairman, and with whom he subse-
quently worked very closely until the latter’s
retirement from the Authority this year. He
brings to his job as Chairman practical ex-
perience gleaned over many years of most of
the activities promoted by the Association.

Norman Crick. Deputy Chairman of the Asso-
ciation which he joined in 1954. Four years
later he became Treasurer of the Bar Com-
mittee, until in 1963 he was elected its Chair-
man. He is a well-known local cricketer who,
for the past five years, has captained the
A.E.R.E. Cricket Club. An all round sportsman
he also enjoys a game of squash or tennis. Is a
past Chairman of the Residents’” Committee of
Icknield Way House.

Don Rowe. Treasurer of the Association; has
held this onerous office for four years. His main
sporting interest has always been hockey and it
was as Secretary of the A.E.R.E. Hockey Club
that he began his long connection with the
Management of the Association. From being
his Club’s representative on the Central Com-
mittee he became Secretary of the Association
until it became a full-time appointment in 1960.
He also found time to serve for five years as
Chairman of the Grounds Committee. He has
this season been elected President of the Berks
and Oxon Mixed Hockey Association.
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Jimmy Hill. Chairman of the Grounds Com-
mittee, must be considered the doyen of the
Association. He has throughout his time at
Harwell played a very active part in Associa-
tion activities, both as a games player and a
Committee man. Three years as Treasurer of
the Association, from 1947 to 1950, were fol-
lowed by eight years as its Chairman. Pre-
ferring since to stand aside from top Office, he
has nonetheless continued to serve on the
Management of the Association. He is a rugger
and cricket enthusiast and has been Chairman
of the Rugby Club since 1959.

Bett. Battershill. Chairman of the House Com-
mittee, and now in her second term of office,
she has been an active member of the Associa-
tion since its earliest days. As Chairman of the
Townswomen’s Guild she found a place on the
old Central Committee as long ago as 1953 and
has been actively connected with the Manage-
ment of the Association ever since. She still,
however, contrives to hold down a part-time job
with A EER.E., run a home and give time to
one of Harwell’s welfare organisations.

Syd Burnett. Chairman of the Bar Committee.
Entering Harwell as a Student Apprentice in
1950 he has, over fifteen years, taken part in
many Association activities and still maintains
his link with the Apprentices Association.
Although this is his first year in office, he has
been an active member of the Management
Committee since 1961.

Bob Forbes. Secretary to the Association; came
to Harwell in 1960 to take up this appointment,
which had grown to be a full-time job. He also
acts as Secretary to the Management Com-
mittee and to each of its five Sub-Committees.
He brings to his work the experience of a Ser-
vice life in the air and at sea, and of a spell in
industry. Being at the focal point of the Asso-
ciation, his friendly advice is sought wherever
the topic concerns its many and varied
activities. '
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Mortgage Problems ?

AS SPECIALIST BROKERS, WE ARE ABLE TO OFFER MAXIMUM
ADVANCES ON ALL TYPES OF PROPERTY.

PLEASE CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY FOR INFORMATION ON:
FIRST & SECOND MORTGAGES (ENDOWMENT & REPAYMENT)

(All types of insurance business transacted)

Sole local agents for Leeds & Holbeck Building Society (63%)

A. E. R. ROSSER LTD.,

HOUSE AGENTS, MORTGAGE AND INSURANCE BROKERS

33 BOTLEY ROAD, OXFORD
Telephone 48899 or 42320.

READ &
PARTNERS LTD.

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
and
CONTRACTORS

At A.E.R.E., Harwell
continuously since 1946

READELEC HOUSE,
59 BERMONDSEY STREET,
LONDON S.E.1.
Telephone: Hop 5332-3-4

Site Office
A.E.R.E., HARWELL, BERKS

Telephone: Rowstock 357

Chandler’s
of
WANTAGE

TRANSPORT SERVICES

® Luxury Coaches for all
occasions

@® Hire Car Service

Grove Street Garage, Wantage
Phone 3123
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Our holiday had begun. Only a week before,
we had discovered that the ““we leave Victoria
for Dover Saturday morning™ in the brochure
meant “‘we leave Victoria at 7.00 a.m.”, and as
it just isn’t possible to get to Victoria at that
time from the wilds of Berkshire, we had
booked at an hotel in Dover and travelled there
on the Friday. We were staying for one night
in the most expensive hotel in Dover, in the
attic; by standing on one of the beds we had
a marvellous view of the harbour. While eating
our dinner — Dover Sole, of course — we were
eyeing greedily the mountain of asparagus being
devoured by the man at the next table, and
trying to convince ourselves that we had done
the right thing in coming on this holiday. As it
had been my idea, I was thinking with some
trepidation of what could go wrong.

The crossing from Dover to Ostend the next
day seemed to augur well; it couldn’t have been
calmer on the Serpentine. This was very fortu-
nate as the boat was so crowded that it would
have been impossible to get near the rails. The
boat had been invaded by hordes of little
people, schoolchildren about seven or eight
years old, on their first trip to foreign lands.
These, plus Whitsun weekend travellers, con-
tributed to make it more like a Rugger scrum
than an orderly packet-boat.

On arrival at Ostend, and after a cursory
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)

KAREN CORP, M.R.C.

trip through the Customs hall, we were pre-
sented with the problem of finding our bus
from among the fifty or sixty lined up to greet
us (and the thousand or so other hopeful
holiday-makers). Eventually we found the right
one, and after waiting about an hour whilst a
search was made for somebody’s case (fortu-
nately for them a successful one) we were soon
speeding along the motorway towards Brussels,
which we by-passed, and on towards the
Ardennes forest where we made our first stop,
for dinner. Afterwards most people settled
down for a doze, only to be woken at the
border of Luxembourg and France by a pro-
longed argument between our drivers and the
French Customs officials as to whether we had
more than the permitted volume of diesel fuel
in the tank. Apparently if you are going to cut
across part of France (as we were) without
stopping, you are only allowed to take a certain
number of litres of fuel with you, and after
much to-ing and fro-ing with dipsticks it was
decided that we had exceeded the limit, so the
drivers had to pay up for the excess.

After this diversion we settled down to sleep
again, remembering the phrase in the brochure
“we adjust our reclining seats and speed silently
through the night” as we fidgeted and wriggled,
trying to find a comfortable position. I think
most people were awake by the time we had
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DONALD MACINTOSH (Insurance) LIMITED

attend every FRIDAY in Building 303 A.E.R.E.
Harwell (Main Gate) Ext.2100 from 10.0 a.m. to 3.0p.m.

We wish our many friends a very Happy
Christmas, and look forward to giving our
continued Personal Service throughout the

coming Year.

HEAD OFFICE
9265 HIGH STREET, ORPINGTON, KENT
Telephone: Orpington 31641-2

MOTORISTS!

SAVE MONEY AT SWANTAX
*

JET PETROL 4/74 per gallon.
ANTIFREEZE 2/6 per pint; 18/6 per gallon.
30-40 OILS 1/6 per pint, 2/11 per quart,

10/- per gallon

*
It pays to call at

SWANTAX GARAGE

STATION ROAD, DIDCOT
Telephone Didcot 2204

WANTAN

*

RADIO CONTROLLED
CARS

NINICABS

*
Phone: DIDCOT 2204
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negotiated the Vosges mountains at about
4 a.m. and by 5 we were all chattering gaily
as we remarked on the fact that people go to
work very early in France. An emergency stop
was made at Mulhouse station for the usual
reasons, and we brightened the lives of a few
young Frenchmen who were totally unprepared
for this bevy of beauty at 6 a.m. Encouraged
on our way by these encounters, we sped off
again to Basle, where we met our courier for
the first time. She was a round, exuberant,
blonde Italian named Clara, and after five
minutes she had been nicknamed Clara Cluck.
However, she was to prove a good friend to
us all.

Perhaps you didn’t realise that you have to
go nearly to the top of the pass before you
reach the entrance to the Grand St. Bernard
tunnel from Switzerland to Italy. I didn’t realise
this either, and as 1 get the jim-jams on the top
deck of a bus I wasn’t too happy at the
prospect. The views on the way up, and a
realization of the difficulties involved in making
a tunnel four miles long and 5,000 feet up,
helped to dispel my fears, and as we descended
on the other side into the Aosta valley I began
to enjoy life again.

We stopped at Piacenza that night, and after
a delicious meal fell into bed exhausted, ready
for a 7 o’clock start the next day. In fact we
didn’t leave until 7.30, because the drivers had
overslept! No-one could blame them, as they
had driven in two to three hour shifts with no
proper sleep since Ostend, which was 26 hours
and 600 miles away.

So we set off on the road to Rome, on the
newly finished Autostrada del Sole, or Motor-
way of the Sun. This, a total of 500 miles from
Milan to Naples, has taken only seven years
to build, which impressed us very much, used
as we are to the snail-like pace of British
motorway contruction. The road was well
engineered, particularly the section over the
Apennine mountains from Bologna to Florence,
a series of tunnels and viaducts designed to
keep the interest and cut out the hard work of
this stretch of road. We arrived in Rome in
time for dinner, and after this we were taken
on a tour of the city by night, the high-spot
being the Trevi fountain, which benefited con-
siderably as we upheld the custom of throwing
in a coin and making a wish.

The first visit we made the following day
was to the catacombs of San Sebastian on the
ancient Via Appia. We were shown round by
a monk with a voice like Guinness, rich, black,
and full of goodness. I could have listened to

him all day, even in those damp, dark tunnels,
but we were rushed away to visit St. Peter’s
Basilica. It wasn’t as spacious inside as I had
imagined, though perhaps this was because the
tiers of seats for the Ecumenical Council were
still occupying most of the nave. The view from
the top of the dome compensated for this. It
was breathtaking. The Sistine Chapel was closed
for cleaning on the day we went, so we were
unable to appreciate Michelangelo’s ceilings.

The afternoon was just as exhausting as the
morning — the Romans left so many ruins.
The Forum first; then (something more modern)
the Victor Emmanuel monument, built to com-
memorate the first king of the united Italy, and
called “the wedding cake” by present-day
Romans because its sparkling white stone has
withstood all attacks by grime and pigeons.
Finally the Colosseum, standing majestically at
the end of the Via dei Fori Imperiali, so well
preserved that one could almost imagine the
galleries filled with enthusiastic spectators
cheering on the gladiators.

After a morning of leisure spent wandering
around the local market and sampling pizza pie,
we left Rome on the Wednesday afternoon for
Sorrento. Once more on the Autostrada, past
the Abbey of Monte Cassino, splendidly rebuilt
after the castastrophic bombing it received in
1944, to Naples, and from there on to a narrow
road which clung tenuously to the cliffside until
we arrived at the magic town of Sorrento.
Magic? After six days there the magic had dis-
appeared. Sorrento is not a very exciting town
and has no beach, which disappointed us all.
One reads the brochure and imagines a 15-day
holiday with 9 days’ travel and culture and a
6-day seaside holiday in the middle. In fact, of
all the seaside resorts along the Western coast
of Italy there are only two natural beaches.
The others have man-made beaches, sandstone
ground up and deposited there for the holiday-
makers who want to laze in the bright Italian
sunshine (we didn’t get much of that either, it
isn’t only in England that the summer has been
washed out).

As there was no beach to laze on, we spent
two of the days sightseeing. On one of these we
spent the morning at Pompeii and the afternoon
inside the crater of an active volcano called
Solfatara, which translated means sulphur earth.

One needs more than a morning in Pompeii
really to appreciate its vastness and complexity
— it is about the size of Wantage — but in
the time available one is taken on a fairly
comprehensive tour. Pompeii is made all the
more interesting by the fact that its people had
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0 many aids to gracious living that we in our
civilization are only just acquiring, such as
central heating, baths and sewers. There were
even local taverns to sustain the Pompeii
businessmen on their way home.

Particularly intriguing to the ladies of the
party were the murals in the house of the Vetti
brothers, which they were not allowed to see,
and so had to imagine from the lurid descrip-
tions provided by husbands and boy-friends;
the inhabitants of Pompeii were uninhibited in
their art.

After lunch we proceeded to the active
volcano. This is well worth a visit, if you can
stand the shock of finding out that the crust
which separates you from the hot sulphurous
mud is only one foot thick; indeed at one spot,
well-fenced and marked “pericolosa’ (compre-
hensible when accompanied by the skull and
cross-bones symbol, as it was), the mud bubbles
away happily with no crust at all. The sulphur
fumes are said to be good for the lungs, but
after coughing and wheezing their way round
the crater, I think our coach party would dis-
agree.

The other day’s sightseeing was spent on the
island of Capri, which is paradise in miniature.
The island is only three miles long by one mile
wide, and yet there is a selection of all types of
terrain, although the mountains here are less
than 1,000 ft. high, and the plain is necessarily
small. One couldn’t visit Capri without visiting
its famous Blue Grotto, and this proved to be
quite nerve-racking. The visible entrance to the
Grotto is only about 3 ft. high, and as we
crouched in the bottom of the boat the boat-
man waited for the right moment, and then
dragged the boat in, hand over hand, by a
chain fixed to the wall. Suddenly we popped up
in a turquoise blue world which took my breath
away, it was so beautiful; T was afraid to
breathe lest it all dissolved like a dream. It was
an experience I shall never forget, and will
repeat as often as I can afford.

After these six days at Sorrento we started
our journey homewards. The first night’s stop
was at Florence, and the following morning we
had a chance to explore this medieval city. One
of the main stopping points was, of course, the
Ponte Vecchio, or Old Bridge, which was the
only bridge in Florence not bombed during the
last war. Such a pretty bridge, with shops along
its length and arches giving tantalising glimpses
of the River Arno. This is what London Bridge
must have been like at one time.

We also saw the Baptistery with its bronze
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doors decorated in gold leaf, one of which,
executed by Lorenzo Ghiberti, was described
by Michelangelo as being “fit for the gates of
Paradise”; and the Cathedral, which has an
interesting steeple called Giotto’s steeple after
its designer. The windows in it are grouped
with the top one larger than the middle two,
which are in turn larger than the bottom pair,
so that from the ground the perspective is such
that they all look the same size.

Our next stop was at Magenta, where we
stayed one night before departing for the day-
and-night drive back to Ostend. The first, and
for me the worst, part of this drive was over
the St. Gotthard Pass. This is about 6,500 ft.
high, and is reached by a series of hairpin bends
which the bus had great difficulty in negotiating,
having to go back and forward two or three
times to get round some of them. I was very
thankful I was not sitting in the back seat, as
apparently this was hanging over the edge on
nearly every corner! At the top of the pass the
snow was still very much in evidence, and a
passage only just wide enough for the bus had
been cut between two snow banks about 12 ft.
high. After that the road down was easy; long
gentle curves descending very slowly to
Lucerne; and then on to Basle, where we had
dinner and said goodbye to Clara, who waited
there for the next party. On through the night
again, across the corner of France, through
Luxembourg and back into Belgium. At about
6 a.m. another unscheduled stop was made at a
Belgian transport cafe, where our drivers bullied
the proprietor into letting his thirty English
Jadies take over the gents’ lavatories for a while,
there being no alternative. Two of the ladies,
very genteel and proper, refused to go in there,
to everybody’s increasing wonderment. Every-
one else thought it a good joke, and squeals of
Jaughter were to be heard for quite some time,
quickly followed by squeals of horror when two
lorry drivers, not aware of the arrangement,
walked in. I have never seen women powder
their noses so quickly in my life!

We finally arrived at Ostend full of praises
for the drivers who had worked too hard and
too long, and full of moans for the company
who had arranged the tour with a time-table
so tight that we didn’t have time for the
promised breakfast at Ostend.

On reflection, it had been the most exhaust-
ing, most interesting, most hair-raising holiday
I had ever had; it took me thirteen hours’ sleep
that night to get over it.
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THE
THEATRE

Photos: Stephen Carter (Eng. Div.).

Here it comes again, that eternal con-
comitant of the festive season with its
pervading sense of high spirits and the
triumph of the forces of good over evil
and of jollity over gloom.

We refer, of course, to Pantomime,
and on this page we anticipate the gay
aspect of the Christmas season.

This year Oxford’s New Theatre will
be presenting Billy Fury as the street
boy, Aladdin, and Lauri Lupino as the
hard-working but jolly Widow Twankey.

One cannot but admire the way in
which today’s Pantomime Principals, in
spite of the high speed age with its
diversions and complications, apply their
contemporary talents and personalities to
the simple formula of the Christmas
entertainment.

We, at any rate, will be going along to
see just how well they succeed.
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USEFUL

Christmas Presents
1001’

Precision made desk, wall or bench
lamps. Wide choice of brackets, shades
colours and stands.

Send for illustrated leaflet.
Prices from £4-5-0
see them at our Oxford showroom:

MICRO INSTRUMENTS
(OXFORD) LTD.
31, ST. GILES, OXFORD
Telephone 54466

‘TY 9 SCHOOL OF

79 BROADWAY, DIDCOT, BERKS

MOTORING

Telephone: Didcot 2957

Members of the Institute of Advanced

Motorists

Pupils met by arrangement in
any area — lunch-time tuition

R. G. Bradley

and Son
WATCHMAKERS AND JEWELLERS
See our selection of Watches

ROLEX - TISSOT - MARVIN
AVIA - ROAMER - SERVICES
INGERSOLL & HAMILTON

Free Insurance for Rings and Watches
over £10.
@

208 THE BROADWAY, DIDCOT

Telephone 3113

1’\‘ '

Enkalon oewe

Supalord o«

and Many Others

Suits Every Room
Suits Every Pocket

59, Discount for
Authority Employees!

‘perma’

Venetian Blinds
ANY COLOUR
ANY SIZE

Guaranteed Perfection
109, Discount

Enquiries

E. H. WILLIS
40 PARK ROAD
DIDCOT, BERKS.




PARKERS

Auctioneers and Estate Agents
25-26 MARKET PLACE, READING

READING CHELTENHAM STROUD ALDERSHOT
CROWTHORNE

CHALMORE GARDENS, WALLINGFORD

7 only architect designed detached houses
overlooking the River Thames and approxi-
mately %-mile from town centre. Chalmore
Gardens is a turning to the left off Reading
Road near the church.

The accommodation includes a 20ft recep-
tion hall, lounge. dining room, well fitted
kit -hen, cloakroom, 4 double bedrooms,
bathroom, separate W.C.

SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE
Oil fired central heating. Teak Mosaic
floors to living rooms. Double garage.
PRICES FROM £8,300
Ample Mortgage Facilities Available to Suitable

Applicants
Office Hours. Monday to Friday: 9 a.m to 6.3) p.m.
Saturdays. Office open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Including
lunchtime).

Wantage Travel Agency

y R S o

Appointed Agents for all the best
Continental Holidays

WALLACE ARNOLD
COSMOS
TRANSGLOBE
WORLD WIDE
BUTLINS
CLARKSONS

VISTA

— and Tickets for all International
Airlines

good wines and spirits

from

G. T. JONES & Co.

Established in Oxford since 1787

If you are interested in good Wines, Beers and Spirits we hope
that you wili either visit one of our branches or write and ask for
our list of more than 800 items, ranging from wines on draught at
6/6 up to the rarest old vintages at more than £8 per bottle. We
have branches in Oxford and Witney, and are shortly opening in

Abingdon.

TELEPHONE OXFORD 48055 FOR FREE DELIVERY
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“THE KNOWL”
ABINGDON, BERKS.

The
headquarters of the old-established
INSURANCE BROKING FIRM of
POPE & CO: (Insurance) Ltd.—
a business set in the very heart of
England, with its finger on the pulse

of the London insurance market.

All LIFE INSURANCE is good

—but not uniformily so. Premium Bonuses and Conditions
vary considerably. To ensure a wise selection you must
consult experts

Telephone: Abingdon 966 & 967 Established 1897

ST. ALDATES : OXFORD
(NEXT TO G.P.O.)

FOR ALL YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC NEEDS
PLUS FRIENDLY, KNOWLEDGEABLE SERVICE
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High
vacuum

magnesic
valves

dlesiqreq for Automatic PUSH BUTTON control

The standard range of Genevac magnetic valves covers sizes from
1/16in. to 6in. Nominal Bore with larger sizes to suit customers
individual requirements. All these valves are suitable for remote
control from push-button, switch or relay.

@ enedad o T

% Tel.: Radcliffe 3041-2
Subsidiary of General Engineering Co. (Radcliffe) Ltd.
Regional Offices:
Send for descriptive =~ LONDON MIDLAND SCOTTISH LIVERPOOL
bulletin 109/2 Tel.: Waterloo 2248  Tel.: Shirley 4508 Tel.: Caledonian 5597 Tel.: Central 9532/3
4
PAPER BACKS
We can now offer our customers at the
Shopping Centre a large selection of
Paper Backs from all publishers.
A high proportion of new titles are
here and stock is replenished fortnightly.
Orders can be taken for any titles in
Miss E. J. Alexander N. Platt print.
Joymans Tours Ltd.
MINIBUS SERVICE — Parties of up to 7 NEWSAGENTS & STATIONERS
Clubs, Holidays and Contracts.
Any journey undertaken. DAVID MALLows
SPECIALITY — Holidays in YUGOSLAVIA
and Co. Ltd.
37 BATH STREET, s
ABINGDON, BERKS. ABINGDON 895. The Shopping Centre - A.ER.E.




ROT (WiTH APOLOGIES TO TOCK).

The cartoon from the ‘AERE News’ of ten years ago shows that the site had not become so
mechanised as it is today, but that human ingenuity was capable of meeting the occasion!

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

These have this year been sent to the following, whose efforts were particularly appreciated this
year: R. D. Pead, R. James, L. Shepherd, V. J. Wheeler, D. Knight, C. J. Fishenden and V. J.
Horgan.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Before-and-After photographs are sought of gardens, buildings, streets; articles, serious and
humorous, cartoons or ideas for cartoons, on a general theme or on life in the Research Group;
are also sought, as well as new ideas which you think would enliven the pages.
AERE TOC H GROUP

Some help to the Ockenden Venture is being attempted and the Group will be glad to handle

orders for Christmas Cards which can be sent to Toc H, c/o Harlequin. A clothing drive for
OXFAM will be launched in the new year.

Frobliche Weibnachten

Kurisumasu Omedeto
Jelices [Pascuas Buon Matale

Glad Jul

Gaja Kristnasko

WARMEST GREETINGS FOR CHRISTMAS AND
FOR THE NEW YEAR OF 1966

“HARLEQUIN”, G.94, BLD. 329, HARWELL, BERKS,
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Abingdon Travel Agency
Limited

21 MARKET PLACE, ABINGDON Tel. 138

% World-wide Air-Rail-Sea Travel

% Your next years summer holiday brochures
are now in the office

% There is still some accommodation left for
your next years summer cruise

% (Booking Office) for Abingdon School of Motoring

For advice and
understanding on all
kinds of Insurance

Man from the

Prudential




Wishing you a Happy Christmas
and Prosperity in 1966

RADIO LTD

Ministry of Aviation
A. R. B.
and
Admiralty

inspection Approval
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| FPlease send new Connector Catalogue to: I
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The Abbey Press, Abingdon



THE OCKENDEN VENTURE
Special Tibetan
Christmas Card

6 x 5 ins.—with envelopes
Many people have asked us whether we can do
something special to help our Tibetan children
in India at this time.
When we saw this coloured photograph we
decided to reproduce it as a Christmas Card.
If you want to help our Tibetan children this
Christmas please complete the ORDER FORM
BELOW and send it now to :

THE OCKENDEN VENTURE
CHRISTMAS CARD DEPARTMENT

WHITE ROSE LANE - WOKING - SURREY
Telephone: Woking 2012/3

From : Name

L ORI SORR ORISR SIS oy

Please send .......ccccucee Tibetan
Christmas Cards @ 1/- each
Postage and packing

Total amount enclosed £

Note : Postage and packing

Up to | dozen cards add 1/-,

thereafter 3d. per dozen extra.
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to
The Ockenden Venture.

. The Greeting inside
With Christmas Greetings and All Good Wishes for the New Year

KP Wallingford



