Not many would know that
West Hagboumne got its name
from “Windsor Hakebourne® the

North

bush. Ti

inspired by a caravan
to create a magical night-ti
and this year

the higher electricity bil

manager, who took this photo.

m ve years ago North Drive residents, Sue and Robert Jenkins, decided
to brighten up their front garden at Christmas with a few lights in a
year, the spectacular display took four weekends to erect and
attracted enough passers by to cause a traffic jam! The couple were first
ly in the New Forest where vans are decorated
e display. “Our lights went up at home

the most ambitious yet,” says
s. “We were worried that the storms might cause problems but
only one display was blown down. Yes, it's well worth the effort, and
, to bring a bit of fun into people’s lives.”
Robert's father, George Jenkins, worked at Harwell
and retired in 1977. Sadly he died at the end of last year, aged 88.
Robert Jenkins is a cousin of Eric Jenkins, UKAEA image resources
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A Handley Page Halifax bomber towing a Horsa glider full of paratroops from Harwell on D-Day in 1944.

first constable of Windsor Castle in
1068 and founder of the ‘de
Windsor’ dynasty
vears. The book, written by the
West Hagbourne village history
group, reflects this connection in its
title although it traces village roots
even further back - to a charter of
Alfred the Great in 891AD.
Chilton’s book does not attempt
this feat of historical research,
limiting itself to events in the village
during the 20th century only.

e

r over 25 years

Both books make fascinating
reading, especially if the reader
has some passing acquaintance
with that part of Old Berkshire
that joined Oxfordshire in 1974,
including the land now occupied
by the Harwell-Chilton campus.
Hagbourne Hill, just to the east
of the Harwell site yielded sub-
stantial hoards of Bronze Age
and Roman coinage and potter;
over ‘the years. Its summit
reservoir, built in 1930, was a

fiercely
Hagbourne’s
st war.

The Chilton book has a
chapter on the local hor
racing industry revealing what
the Harwell site was used for
prior to the RAF taking over
the land in 1936. Another

itary target
defended b

ment of AERE Harwell, RAL,
MRC and NRPB and much of
the text and pictures were
supplied by these of
tions. The page consists

and try as he might, the
London reporter could find no
concern from the loca
the atomic research going on
next door.

about

“Windsor Hakebourne: the
story of West Hagbourne” is
printed in hardback at £10
inc. p&p from Mary Riley,
‘Silva Felix’, York Road,
West Hagbourne. OX11
ONH. “Up in the Downs - a
portrait of Chilton™ is also
priced at £10 inc. p&p from
Liz Morris, 6 Latton Close,
Chilton. OX11 0SU.

Kids Christmas party

“UKAEA sponsored a Christmas party
on 23 December for children and
grandchildren of UKAEA staff. Harwell
village hall was the venue for the festive
mayhem. The obligatory bouncy castle
required less Band Aids and Savion
than one might expect. The disco was
successful in tiring children’s limbs, if
not their vocal chords and the standard
of behaviour took an amazing upward
turn when Santa arrived, resplendent
in his brand new clothes provided
following an accident with a reindeer.
Punch and fudy beat themselves
senseless following the party tea while
Undle Brian provided the magic show.
Fifty three children attended and £115
was raised for charity. Many people

e Storey, UKAEA, reports on the annual kids Christmas party

&

helped, but particular thanks go to
Dave Wikins and Trudie Evans for
organising the event and to Colin
Brown for helping Santa out.”
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE CULHAM SCIENCE CENTRE & HARWELL BUSINESS CENTRE

packed audience in

the Cockcroft Hal

was treated to a

ly and highly entertain-

ng exchange of views as
four eminént pane

tackled questions on topical

issues ranging from fish

quotas to the festive season

broadcast of

Radio 4’s ‘Any Questions?’

ntomime feel as
250-strong audience
oyed a ‘warm up’ session

ess. At
ne time, the producer,
Lisa Jenkinson, and her team

're inanother room busily
g the ten questions that
I shape the content of the
amme. The fact that the
has no ng of the
sstions adds much to the

question as they entered the
In the final
few moments, the ‘questioners’

hat evenin

Straw, home a

Wilkins, UKAEA bea

of site at Harwell.

were asked to ‘come on down’
to the front row as the panel
took their places on stage.
Seated either side of
chairman, Jonathan Dimbleby,
were the home secretary, Jack
Straw, Sir Paddy Ashdown,
former Liberal Democrat
leader, John Redwood, MP for
Wokingham, and Bea
Campbell, a socialist and
fem author and journalist.
A test question put everyone at
their ease by tackling the tricky
seasonal dilemma, ‘does the
panel believe that children
should be told the truth about
Father Christmas

Rt Hon Ja
rmer Lib Dems leader, Dr John

Ted ans patched into the
8 o’clock news bulletin before
the lights lit up to indicate that
the show had gone live. Jonathan
Dimbleby welcomed listeners to
“the Harwell International
Business Centre for science and
technology, world famous for
more than half a century as the
home of Britain’s first atomic
energy project.” He continued
that “The centre has evolved into
a commercial hub for a host of
large and small enterprises at
the cutting edge of science and
technology.”
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In addition to the

Stagecoach services, home
to work coach services to
Harwell IBC / Chilton are
also operated by Tappins
Coaches (tel. 01235 819393)
and a group of Newbury
residents (contact Roland
adwood at Rutherford
.»24_2:: Laboratory (RAL, tie
ine 730, extension 6281).

Reverend Mary
Carney, assistant
minister for Harw
and Chilton. Captain
John Flood, Didcot
town councillor, was
next with “The
formation of a joint
European m
force was not debated
by parliament.  Fox
hunting is to be
debated. Does this
show strange sense
of priorities

The panel gave
their views on nuclear
power in response to a
question from Dr Buses opilwroad - o

Brian Morris, chairman of
Chilton Parish Council, asked
the first question, “Should fish
take precedence over fishermen
or fisherman over fish?”
referring to the dramatic
reduction of cod quotas
announced that day. From the
outset the panellists clashed i
true political fashion with the
audience noisily giving their
support or opposition as the
points were scored in each rally.

“Are William Hague’s
comments on the Macpherson
report a brave challenge to
political correctness or a dis-
tasteful attempt to whip up
popular prejudice?” asked

ou can bus to éon

JRFREN

ary

Transport survey

Successful transport planning
relies on an understanding of
staff travel patterns and the
problems they face. Working
ith the other organisations
on the Harwell / Chilton

(I-r) Sir Paddy Ashdown MP, Brian Finnegan, tutor in politics at Didcot sixi
Dimbleby, chairman of ‘Any Questions?’ and sixth form students.

Wilkins, UKAEA bead of site at Harwell (fourth from right
e the new bus s their support.

Multicap
UK Ltd

he future s
wireless,
according to
Multicap, a new
tenant at Iujzm__

Centre.
business was set r% ;A
up last year
by two experts
in the field,
Colin Bateman and
Catherine Pullan, and
speci:
technology.

The name Multicap is not
new to the industry. In 1993
Multicap began wireless distrib-
ution in Europe and now has
offices in Antwerp, Belgium and
Vienna, Austria. The new
operation at Harwell is a sister
organisation, serving customers
throughout the UK. Itactsasa
distributor and, or consultancy,
to resellers and dealers serving
the business-to-business sector.

In simple terms the wireless
technology, first developed for
military applications, is used to
nk computers, and provide
internet access, without the
need for cables. Itis well suited
to organisations with a network
of computers in separate
buildings and for mobile com-
munication via laptops. The
systems are ideal for sensitive
areas such as intensive care
units, or manufacturing using
robotics. Once installed the
technology provides a wholly-
owned network with zero
running costs and no license is
needed.

ses in wireless  Colin Bateman

Multicap UK has
already set up a
customer base and has
. arranged a number of
training and symposium
events to inform
dealers of the very
latest products.

“Harwell offers us
the flexibility to grow and
a good location for product
distribution across the UK,
comments general manager,
Colin Bateman.

For more details contact
Multicap on 01235 838506 or

email sales@multicap.co.uk

Seven Design
Associates

ark Baker heads up this

graphic design business now
run from the Harwell
Innovation Centre. Mark
launched the company
five years ago and had
been based at home but
felt the move to an office

would also be an
important  strategic
move.

began looking for
new premises through
the Thames Business
Advice Centre,” he says.
“The innovation centre
is an ideal solution being
serviced offices and
having contact with lots

2 €CHO mocﬂ:mﬂw 2001

of other companies gives great
opportunities for new business.
This new potential means we're
hoping to take on another
designer in coming months.”

Existing clients include
Research Machines, publishers
Elsevier Science Ltd, Karting
Oxford and Reading College,
whose promotional campaign
‘The Race is On’, devised by
Mark, won first prize in the
further education marketing
awards.

Seven Design Associates
also works with smaller
companies to develop
corporate image and marketing
campaigns. “We'll be targeting
small to medium and start up
companies because most would
benefit from a professional
image but can’t afford big
agency fees. We have lower
overheads so can offer an
affordable, yet really creative
approach.

Visit the website at
www.seven-design.co.uk or
call Mark Baker on 0870 606
1280 for more information.

Mark Hinnells who
works for ETSU at Harwell. He
posed “On the day that
Chernobyl finally closed wor
the panel agree that nuclear
power has no part to play
sustainable energy future?”

Liz Morris, clerk to Chilton
Parish Council, raised a human
rights issue before the final
humorous question from Lee
Thacker who works for AEAT
corparate finance. She asked,
are now in the pantomime
season. If the panel could be
granted a wish by the genie of
the lamp, what would it be,
and why?’

Sadly not all questioners
could be heard, including
UKAEA’s Andy Munn, who
would have prompted a debate
about the American election
fiasco. But, as the applause
died down and the
enjoyed some hospitality at
Harwell, everyone was in
agreement that it had been a
most enjoyable evening.

Video hire

"o occupy the dark winter

evenings why not hire a
video from the Londis shop in
Curie Avenue. Around 150 films
are available and prices are £2.50
for latest releases and £2.00 for
all others. Staff on site at Harwell
and Culham can also take
advantage of a special offer to
hire a video over the weekend
for the single night rate. Visit the
Londis store to register for the
video hire service. Another new
introduction this month at
Londis is a hot food counter.
Hot pies, pastries, sausage rolls
and other food freshly prepared
at the store, will be on sale.

he new bus service is up

and running, bringing

staff from Abingdon,
Didcot, Grove, Newbury,
Oxford, Wantage and interme-
diate points, to work at the
Harwell IBC / Chilton campus.
“As part of the development

of the business centre, we are
really encouraging green
methods of transport,”
comments lan Rodham of
UKAEA’s central property unit.
“Harwell International Business
Centre alone sees over 10,000
vehicle movements in and out of
the site each day. Over 80% of
these journeys are by car with
most having only one occupant.

“In line with government
policy to reduce dependence on
the car, these new bus routes
will improve services to the site
and give staff a real alternative
to car use.”
nancial support  to help
fund the new service is being
provided by major employers
on the Harwell and Chilton
campuses but the long term
future of the service relies on
customer demand. At this early
stage awareness is a very
important factor in increasing
patronage. Everyone on site is
encouraged to provide informa-
tion on public transport to their
4.._vm:v_-va contractors, an_:—u

Z:..mm_.< n_.wsmvo_.n lesson

he UKAEA Constabulary, the fire and ambulance services all visited
Harwell Nursery School recently. Far from an emergency, the on site
services were paying a social call to give the pre-school children an insight

into their work.

The school’s overall theme for the term was transport and as part of the
topic children were learning about modes of transport used by people who
help them. As well as an opportunity to examine the police car, ambulance
and fire engine, at close quarters, the children fired questions at the
visitors. Pictured here, PC Rob Hughes, of the UKAEA Constabulary,
Harwell, found the children were fascinated by the lights on the police
patrol car and also his equipment belt with plastic handcuffs, torch, etc.
“The questions came thick and fast,” he said, “and | was able to introduce

some basic safety advice as part of the vi

agencies, etc.

For this purpose a Pu
Transport Guide for the site has
been produced and should be
a
and public buildings at Harw

C

lable in a tions

organi

and Chilton. If you can’t get a
copy please contact Suzanne
Ayres on 01235 436768
(H6768). Currently in produc-
on are credit card size timeta-
bles showing buses to and from
Didcot Parkway. These are
designed for staff to send to
visitors arriving by train and
be issued to all organisa-
ns on site.

campus, UKAEA is organis-
ing a travel survey to supple-
ment earlier work that has
been done to establish travel
patterns on the si te.

The survey will be issued
to staff by their own organisa-
tions within the next few
weeks. The format is electron-
ic but for those without access
to a PC it will also be possible
to complete the survey on
paper. All staff are urged to
complete and return their
survey as soon as possible to
have an input in future
transport plans for the site.

Radon in
drinking water

NRPB has been providing infor-
mation about levels of radon in
drinking water following a study
reported in Devon that found a
few supplies with levels above the
proposed European Union w:.n_m.

tive gas originating from :a:.::_
which occurs in many types of
rock. All water and air contains
some radon although levels are
normally too low to be of
concern. However higher con-
centrations of radon can occur
and this may present a problem in
some private water supplies.
Householders with a private
water supply and whose radon in
the air has been measured and
found to be above the recom-
mended action level are advised to
arrange for their water supply to
be tested. Local councils can
provide details of laboratories that
carry out these measurements.

Watches
recalled

In the busy pre-Christmas
shopping period, NRPB issued
advice about watches bought in
France that were found to be
radioactive. French regulatory
authority, Office de Protection
contre les Rayonnement
lonisant (OPRI) had informed
NRPB that some watches sold
at Carrefour hypermarkets had
radioactive metal in the
bracelets. The material was
found following a check on an
employee at the Tricastin
nuclear plant. This showed that
the radioactivity was attribut-
able to cobalt 60, a component
of the watch bracelet, and com-
pletely unrelated to the
operation of the nuclear plant.
Some 4,500 watches had been
sold. NRPB advised any pur-
chasers to return the watches
to one of three regional centres
in the UK.

February 2001

ecHo 3



OUT &
ABOUT

Radio and
computing -.u__v.

Harwell Amateur Radio Society |
are holding a Radio and
Computing Rally on Sunday |1
February 2001 at the Didcot
Leisure Centre, Mereland Road,
Didcot from 10.30am-3.30pm. |
Stalls will include radio and |
computing equipment, books
and  software, satellite
equipment, antenna systems, a |
Bring and Buy Stall, and light |
refreshments. Admission £1
(children under 12 free).

Sounds of Wales

A gala concert to celebrate St |

David's Day is being performed
by the South Wales Male Choir
on Saturday 24 February at
7.30pm at Cheltenham Town
Hall. Tickets £11, £9, £6 (con- -
cessions available). Tel. Town
Hall box office on 01242 521621
1227979.

BBOWT outings

Moths, myths and mysteries
is the subject of a talk on
Monday 12 February at 8pm at |
South Hill Park Arts Centre,
Ringmead, Birch Bracknell.
Contact B Ingleby 01344
427555,

A tlk on local bird con-
servation by the Oxfordshire
Ornithology ~ Society on
Wednesday |4 February,
7.45pm, at Oxford Brookes |
University, Gipsy Lane,
Headington.  Contact D
Hawkins on 01993 880027.

MRC spring
seminars

The programme of MRC spring
seminars includes a presentation
on Tuesday 27 February by Dr
Lyndal Kearney, MRC Molecular
Haematology Unit, Institute of

Molecular Medicine, John
Radcliffe Hos, The topic is
‘The identification and analysis of

new non-random translocations
in leukaemia’. On Tuesday 6
March Dr Andrew Tutt, Institute
of Cancer Research, Sutton, will
give a presentation on ‘Brca2,
DNA repair and the mainte-
nance of genome stability’. For
more details and the full
seminars see the MRC website:
http:/iwww.har.mrcac.uk/events
Iseminarhtm
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Changes in store for _=:om<

wo years ago National Power located at Harwell to develop

its novel energy storage system called ‘Regenesys’. During

that time, a number of changes have taken place. Last year,
the business was set up as a separate company known as Innogy
Limited - a combination of innovation and technology - and various
public announcements were made about the work taking place to
develop and assemble their system.

Last October National
Power underwent a major reor-
ganisation and, as a result, de-
merged its activities into two
new companies. Usually parents

give their offspring their name

An artist's impre:

o

o

at Little Barford in Cambridgeshire.

but, in an unusual move, Innogy
Ltd’s parent decided to rename
itself Innogy plc. So the tenants
of building 418.15 now
represent Innogy Technology
Ventures Limited, and also
Elegenix Limited, a technology
management company to
replace the former Innogy.
Innogy Technology Ventures
Ltd has also announced its plans
to construct an energy storage
plant at Little Barford in
Cambridgeshire, based on its
Regenesys energy storage
modules. This new plant has
been called the world’s largest
battery, capable of storing 120
MWh of energy, which is

Smooth operator on

>=« queries from UKAEA
staff or tenants about
Harwell site matters can be
dealt with quickly and efficient-
ly, thanks to Carol Chubb who
mans the ‘Helpdesk 3000".
Enquiries may include
problems with buildings, roads,
technical matters, or any
general query.

As part of the Mainsaver
maintenance system UKAEA
has re-established an in-house
helpdesk which streamlines all
enquiries, and their solutions.
Staff can use either the Lotus
notes email template, or
telephone Carol on H3000.
She can then route the query
directly to contractors where
work is required, or will reply
herself if the matter is not main-
tenance-related.

“At the moment 'm dealing
with about 50 queries a day,”
comments Carol, “but bad
weather certainly causes most
problems on site. The stormy
weather of late has generated
queries about damage to the
estate but the new system means
we can respond quickly.

“Having worked at Harwel
for over 10 years I am also able
to help with more general
questions or can refer the caller

on to the right person.”

UKAEA property manage-
ment is keen to remind staff and
tenants at Harwell that the
service is available and would
encourage them to use the email
form for speed.

Anyone who does not have
Helpdesk 3000 as a ‘favourite”
on their Lotus notes should
contact  1SaT on H3929 rto
arrange installation. Helpdesk
3000 is manned from Monday
to Thursday 8am to 4.30pm
and 8am to 3.50pm on Fridays.

Some 120 of these XL module
assembled at Harwell, will b
the Cambridgeshire plant.

ed for

enough energy to supply a small
town for a day. Innogy
Technology Ventures Ltd will
also be working with the
Tennessee Valley Authority in
the USA to build a similar size
energy storage plant there.
These energy storage plants will
use the Regenesys XL energy
storage modules, which are
being assembled at Harwell.

Carol Chubb, belpdesk operator.

At all other times urgent c:
are directed to the emergency
response team.

Entertaining science

Zoe's father, was the star
attraction at a recent engineer-
ing open day for local schools at
Culham Science Centre. The
theme of the day was a celebra-
tion of the proud past and
bright future of engineering.
The event was one of many
similar days organised across
the country by the Campaign to
Promote Engineering. About
150 pupils aged from I3 to 16
attended from schools in
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire. The enthusiastic
youngsters were treated to a
typically flamboyant and enter-

.—erszv~ Ball, TV presenter and

Johnny Ball makes science lessons fun.

taining lecture by the celebrity.
They also had a guided tour of
the JET experiment and enjoyed
some interactive sessions.
Later the same day Johnny
presented a further lecture for
teachers and local VIPs.

New body scanner

>=m§ low-cost, whole-body scanning technique which could
revolutionise the detection and treatment of cancer and other
diseases, has been developed by researchers at the Institute of
Cancer Research and the Royal Marsden Hospital in collaboration
with staff at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory.

Richard {Q%nﬁ:z project leader at
RAL, with the scanner during
development.

The powerful new scanner -
known as Petrra - will allow
doctors to detect the early onset
of cancer and determine the rate
of tumour growth. Scanners
could be in use hospitals
within two years.

“It’s very satisfying to sce
techniques developed for particle
physics experiments being used
to benefit everyone, and T've
enjoyed working alongside
the doctors and scientists at the
Marsden Hospital on this

Advert on bee’s knee

A bee carries a micro knee band with the world’s smallest advert.

he world’s smallest advert, slightly bigger than the

diameter of a human hair, was created by RAL to launch
the Guinness World Records website. Guinness World
Records was looking for a novel way to herald its new website
and felt the microscopic advert would capture the extreme
nature of record breaking. It was a delicate procedure and
took half a day to complete. Evaporated gold was layered
onto a piece of film through a stencil, using a laser. The

stencil was removed and the
band and attached to the bee

m was mounted on a silicon
’s knee. The advert beat the

existing worid record for the smallest ad - measuring | 7mm x

12Zmm - by a long way.

rintable Field Emitters (PFE) based at C

ton has received a

£1.5m investment from UK venture capital company,
Quester. PFE is developing low cost electronic flat panel display

technology to build a ‘*hang on the w:
to 40”. It will use the investment to expand its fa

tele

ion measuring up

full colour flat panel demonstration displays.

excellent project”, said Richard
Stephenson, who has led the
project at RAL.

Petrra is the latest instrument
to be built as part of a long-
standing collaboration between
the instrumentation department
at RAL and the physics group at
the Institute of Cancer Research
at the Royal Marsden Hospital,
Sutton, Surrey.

The Petrra body scanner is
large enough to carry out a
whole body scan of an adult
patient in no more than two

passes using positron e
tomography (PET). PET
more sensitive diagnostic for
many cancers than convention-
al methods - for example X-
rays - and can be far more
specific about the malignancy
of a tumour. Its main use will
be in cancer research where its
large field of view w ow
secondary tumours in cancer
patients to be identified and
located with improved sensitiv-
ity compared with other
methods.

The Night Job

After the play there were hands-on activities for the visitors including scientific

games and an infrared exhibi
instruments make their sound.

he incredible achieve-

ments of a brother and
sister who combined music
and astronomy were the
subject of a special play and
workshop at RAL.

An audience ranging in age
from five to 75 years enjoyed a
fascinating play about the
of William and Caroline
Herschel.  William, who was
described as the greatest scientif-
ic observer ever, was a celebrat-
ed organist, conductor and
composer by day. In his spare
time he discovered infrared and,
h his sister, discovered the
planet Uranus.

Caroline was a much-
ed singer and, in her own
right, discovered eight comets.
Together they bi the most
powerful telescopes of the 18th
century.

“On display were some of
William  Herschel’s  lab
notebooks, a first edition of
Newton’s Principia and a piece
of the tree under which Newton
made _. s most important
discovery!™ says Janet Haylett
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. Youngsters pictured here learn how stringed

of RAL. “Thanks must go to
Peter Hingley, librarian at the
Royal Astronomical Society,
who brought along these
treasured items.”

'Changing |
climate

utherford  Appleton
Laboratory is a partner
in a new multi-million pound
climate 'change research
centre.  RAL is one of nine
nstitutions  that together
develop ' radical new
responses to climate change
and help:policymakers make

future. The venture is based
at the Tyndall Centre for
Climate Change Research, at

Notwich. - Dr Jim Hal auv..
head of the energy research
unit at RAL ‘is deputy co-
ordinator of one research

programme exploring
renewable and new: energy
{ technologies.
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From 15 down to 2

here is a celebrity in our

Adverts on this v»mbm.‘c free to all staff at C n, Harwell, JET, MRC,
Nirex, NRPB and RAL. Please submit your ad (30 words maximum) to

Savell

the editor, Valerie Judd, by e-m
Laboraloes

<_ux@w_cvm_:nn co.uk or by fa

65 331154, ._.—_mx

Annual
General Meeting

The HLRA AGM will be
held in the Cockcroft Hall,
Maxwell Avenue, Harwell,
on Wednesday 28 March
2001, starting at 12.30pm.

Members should note that the
AGM has been delayed this year,
pending a decision by the Vale of
White Horse District Council
on the planning application for a
new hotel and leisure complex,
which is expected by 18 March
2001. Delaying the AGM until
after this date will ensure an
opportunity for the most con-
structive discussion at the
meeting on Em future provision

Nomination forms for
positions on the HLRA manage-
ment committee are available
from the Rec. Assoc. office,
B455, Harwell, or call H3296.
Nominations must be seconded,
approved by the nominee and

forwarded to the association
office. Proposals for considera-
tion at the AGM should be
submitted in writing (and
seconded) to the Rec. Assoc.
office no later than Wednesday
7 March 2001.

Decisions may be taken at
this AGM that will shape the
future of HLRA and members
are therefore urged to make
every effort to attend. Please
use your vote and support your
association!

Tennis AGM

This is a last minute reminder
that the annual general meeting
of the Harwell Labs Lawn Tennis
Club will be held on Thursday
8th February 2001 at 12.30pm in
the Squash Club lounge. Please
make an effort to attend. Your
committee, who meet once
every month, would welcome
your attendance as a chance to
have some feedback on the
running of the club.

Didcot to Dakar

e onset of his thirtieth birthday has prompted John Sedwards

of UKAEA’s Harwell Projects department to embark on a
trans-Saharan motorbike adventure.

The self-confessed bike
fanatic pla make a 5,000-
mile round

funds for the South Oxfordshire
Hearing Support Service. John
has travelled extensively
Europe and Ireland on two
wheels but the African continent
ill pose a quite different
nge. Although he has
chosen the most benign season
to traverse the desert, he w
be faced with long
solitude, trying to navigate
across the sand dunes.

His standard Honda 650cc
bike has been greatly modified
for the trip with purpose
wheels, desert tyres, alumi 1
panniers and extended fuel tanks.
Most important of all, John has
fitted GPS satellite na
The maps he
Institute Geograp!
Paris are dated 1961!

in

foundly deaf, so my efforts
help children like her,” he says.

John sets off on 3 March
and would welcome sponsorship
or support from ECHO readers.
He can be contacted on H5982.

midst! Just before
Christmas, Andrew Read of
AEA Technology Environment,
Harwell, made an appearance
as a contestant on the Channel
4 TV quiz show Fifteen To
One’.

It was his second appearance
on the show - the first b
1994 - and he w

no:?ﬁ? was terrible.
got one question right! __rn
people, my general
good in parts, bad
in others, and 1 was unlucky
enough to get questios
opera and cricket, both of whi
1 know little about.”
Following a successful
audition in the carly autumn of
2000, Andrew attended the
studio recording of the
programme in London that
October. This time he found that
the questions asked by the steely
presenter, m G Stewart,
were much more to his liking -
no opera or cricket!
After an exciting first two

on

which caused his eventual
downfall but he became runner-
up for the day. “I wa

wanted to enjo
not to appear tk
the nation!”

Andrew says that he must be
a bit of a showman at heart.
he enjoys taking part in telev
sion programmes and would like
to do more, ‘Big Break’ being a
particular favourite.

in front of

Ball benefits charities

our popular local charities each received £650 thanks to

funds generated by the Chilton Charity Ball. At an informal
presentation at the nearby Horse & Jockey inn, representatives
joined organisers to celebrate the generous donations.

“We have already received
gracious thanks from all the
said AEAT’s
Grahame Murphy, a member
of the organising committee.
“The Ladygrove Care Centre
be buying a greenhouse
with their donation and
Oxford Night Shelter used the
money for their relief fund over
the Christmas period which
they told us was invaluable.”

The ball has been run for
cleven years and has
£30,000 for charities within a
15-mile radius of Harwell. The
2000 event was held in
the Rutherford Appleton
Laboratory restaurant with
over 200 guests. A provisional
date for this year’s ball has been
set for Friday 2 November and
committee members would
welcome any suggestions for
charities to benefit.

Grabame Murphy, Ja
Susan Bowman (Pasl;
couldn’t make the prese

FOR SALE

BICYCLE, suitable for 3-5 yrs old.
Good condition. £20 ono. Contact Lisa
RALx6590 or 01235- evenings.
BEER MAKING KIT comprising 2 x
Rotokeg beer barrels, | x fermenting
bin, gas bottle. £15, Tel: 01235-
(evenings).

CABIN BED, teak wood, complete with
shelves/drawers/desk/ladder/mattress.
Good condition. £30 ono. Buyer collects
& dismantles. Contact Lisa RALx6590 or
01235- evenings.

‘COMPUTER, P200 MHZ, 32 Mb Ram,
2GB HD, 16 x CD-Rom, 56k modem,
soundcard & speakers, |4 inch monitor,
keyboard and mouse. £150 ono Tel
NRPB extn 2851 or home afcer 6pm
01235

COMPUTER TROLLEY/
WORKSTATION, grey metal frame
including pull out keyboard shelf, sliding
printer shelf, castors, good condition,
£15; Desk with single drawer, metal legs,
good condition, £10. Eiderly 4 drawer
metal filing cabinet, Free. Buyer collects
all rems. Tek: (Harwell) 3857or email

ELECTROLUX CLEANER Model
Z150,18 months old, excellent condition,
with all attachments. £35 Call 01235

ELECTRONIC ORGAN, Yamaha

pedal board, including stool. Excellent
condition, lovely sounds. Suitable for
both the beginner and the proficient.
£140 ono Tel. office 720 2578 or home
01635 evenings.

FISHER PRICE Child's Kitchen Unit.
£20. Buyer must collect from Wantage.
Contact). (01235) or

E’Z—.E’M_m_.&n—:—nn:o.oiooag
desk, ca 1920s, made by The Globe
Wernicke Co Ltd, with 2 sets of 3
drawers plus bridging drawer. |.2m wide
% 0.75m deep x 0.75 m high. Reasonable
condition. collects, Offers invited.

Tel: 3857 or email

GIRL'S BICYCLE, girfs Raleigh
Mountain Bicycle, (Style: Palomino,

Colour: metallc pink). Would su girl

6-9. Good condition. £50.

* price au £150. RE584 or 01235
evenings. :
- SOFA BED 2-seater, metal action sofa

eme to fu

bed in Terracotta. 3 yrs old and still in
very good condition. Selling due to house
move, £100 ono. Buyer to collect.
Phone: 01235 or e-mail

TABLE, extendable oval dining table & 4
chairs, teak wood, pretty good condition.
£100 ono. Contact Lisa RALx6590 or
01235 evenings.
TANDEM, hand built by Pashley, 12-
speed, hydraulic brakes, lady rear. Little
used, cost £750+ sell £350. Phone
01235
WARDROBE, solid pine wardrobe 3/4
height, can fit under bunkbed, with two
sliding doors and top shelf, from John
Lewis (Heelas -Paula range). £50. Buyer
must collect from Wantage. Contact |.
(01235) or

WANTED

DRIVING TUTOR, 35-year non-driver
seeks patient, understanding tutor for
intensive driving lessons. Must be
colerant as BSM gave up on me after 3
abortive courses! Apply to A |
B552, HIBC, Didcot Oxon OX1 1 o;
Tel:
SINGERS i’vﬂ. ED for popular,
well-established male voice ensemble.
Tenors preferred, any suitable voice
considered. Approx. 10 concerts pa,

01235 or Mike 01235
QUALITY second-hand furniture,
china, brass, linen, pictures, bric a brac
wanted, courteous service.

Tel. 01235

ACCOMMODATION

ABINGDON | large & | small room
to rent, in shared house 10 mins walk
from town centre, Non-smokers.

preferred. For more details phone
Shirley on 01235

B&B, north Abingdon, £75 3 week.
evening meal available, non smokers.
01235

B&B in Steventon. Spacious double
rooms, en-suite or private bathroom.
‘Ample off-road parking. Rates from £28.
Sorry, no smoking. Call Helen/Mike
01235 9am to 9pm.

B&B, nr Wantage, award-winning luxury
B&B short or long stay. All rooms
ensuite. Non-smoking, colour TV.
Tealcoffee,fridge in rooms. ETB 4

ke Jot

Toksvig, ABC has

idcot, Oxon OX I | ORA. For next

ne see back page.

Diamonds silver award. From £26
single/£45 double. Tek: 01235 or
mob: 07774 1

DIDCOT, Ladygrove Estate. Room to
let £60 per week including bills except
phone. Available now contact Caroline
on 07950

DIDCOT, single room available to
non-smoker in nice house. Shared with
female owner and cat. £285/month incl
(except telephone). Please ring Lois
(01235) or email

DIDCOT, single room (fully furnished
with TV) to let n private family house. Use
ofall facities £265pcm incl (except phone).
On the Harwell bus route, car park space.
Close to town centre. Non smoker
preferred. Please ring 01235-

evenings, or email

DRAYTON, loft bedsic (nearly seff
contained). Own phone, bathroom, etc.
Suit non smoking
pem). Further deta
FYFIELD WICK, unfurnished room to
let in friendly family home, next to

Non smoker required. £275pcm inclusive
of bills except telephone. Please call
01865 evenings.
STEVENTON, comfortable, furnished,
2 bed house for rentin quiet cul-de-sac
in pretey village. Oxford 10 miles,
Abingdon, 5, Didcot 5. Suit prof 85_»
£675 pem + bills. Tel 01235
WALLINGFORD, room to letin a
private house. Professional, £70 per
week. Phone Dave :- 077481

'WEST HENDRED, separate entrance
from rest of house, room to rent with
TV and brand new bathroom en suite.
£300 pem or £18 per night. Ring 01235

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION

FLORIDA Golf and Country Club
Luxury Villa. 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
private heated pool on 4* PGA
Championship Course. More courses
nearby. Minutes from Disney. Flight/car
hire also available. Tel 01235
LAKE DISTRICT, peaceful fellside vn..:
conversion for 2 in Haweswater/ Ullswater
area. Secluded valley overlooking private
tarn. Beautiful views, high walking at door,
pets welcome. Tel 01931 or email
for
further details.
'WELSH BORDER, near Ludlow.
Beamed character cottage in area of

outstanding natural beauty. Sleep 6,

mod cons, very reasonable rates. Also

weekend/midweek breaks. Phone 01544
le-mail

for brochure.

MOTORS

CITROEN XANTIA, turbo diesel
injection, 149,000miles, L reg. |0months
mot, excellent condition, white. £1800.
Tel: 01235 . mob 07720
PEUGEOT 309 GRD diesel, 1990 G reg,
only 74,000 miles, central locking, electric
windows, sunroof, 2 owners, very good
condition, FSH, MOT, taxed til end Nov,
£1200.RS551 or 01235 evenings.
SIERRA SAPHIRE, | 8 LX, 1990, G
Reg, MOT, Tax. good throughout: £600
ono; C3061 or 01235

MISCELLANEOUS

ABINGDON KUMON MATHS:
Save £15: free enrolment until 20 March!
Tuesday and Friday afternoons at
Christchurch, Northcourt Road.
Counting to calculus, ages 4-18. Call
Caroline (01235~ )or
see www.kumon-abingdon.co.uk.
AROMATHERAPY treatments,
_E.nxaom Holistic Massage and Healing

, Rowstock. Mrs H

ITEC >.1._._ 01235

COMPLEMENTARY THERAPY
clinic in Curie Avenue, ‘A Touch of
Health', reflexology, seated acupressure,
Indian head massage, osteopathy,
aromatherapy, beauty therapy, holistic
massage, Reiki and Bowen technique.
Contact Ann 01235 ,or

COMPUTER TRAINING by
experienced tutors, FrontPage98 and all
levels of Microsoft Office, either on-site or
in fully equipped Wantage training suite.
Contact Training Unlimited 01235

or enquiries@training-unlimited.co.uk

SAFETY Update

FOR SAFETY’S SAKE

Take extra care when driving during winter months:

M Allow extra time for your journey; leave a few minutes early.

B Make sure all your car windows are clear before you start; it is an
offence to drive with obscured vision.

W Listen for traffic information on local radio.

B Remember that high intensity rear fog lights should only be used
when visibility is seriously reduced, generally when you cannot see
for more than 100 metres. They are often left on by mistake and

can dazzle other drivers.

are confident to do so.

Don't take your car out in adverse weather conditions unless you
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